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Sabah- Moyog
THE H GH STAKE BATTLE FOR MOYOG

By: Azman U ang

PENAMPANG ( Sabah), Feb 18 (Bernama) -- In previous Sabah el ections, the
nane Moyog hardly rang any bell, conpared to places |ike Tanmbunan, the
birthpl ace of Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) and stronghol d of PBS president
Dat uk Joseph Pairin Kitingan.

But this tinme, the battle for the Kadazandusun vote in the polls
expected to be held in md-March, will centre around Myog, the
padi - gr owi ng Kadazandusun constituency nearest to the state capital.

It is a high-stake battle for the Kadazandusuns, which virtually
carries with it the prize of the chief mnistership of Sabah.

The stakes have i ncreased since Monday when Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad confirned that the rotation systemof the chief
mnister's post will continue if the Barisan Nasional (BN) returns to
power .

Thi s nmeans that incunbent Moyog assenbl yman Tan Sri Bernard Domnpok,
appoi nted chief mnister |ast May under the system wll continue for at
| east another year if he and the BN win.

But it is far fromplain-sailing for Donpok. Hi s detractors think that
had he not been chief mnister for the past nine nonths, there's nothing to
stop the PBS from scoring an easy win.

The reason is sinple. Donpok won the seat in the 1994 el ection on the
PBS ticket but he left the party in a spate of mass defections that toppled
the PBS governnent to form Parti Denokrati k Sabah (PDS), of which he is the
presi dent.

Pairin is unfazed by the notion that PBS would this tinme have to west
the seat froman i ncunbent chief mnister with Donpok having an obvi ous
advant age.

"Sabah has had five chief mnisters in the last five years. It's no big
deal . The peopl e of Sabah including the Kadazandusun have ot her bi gger
issues to settle inthis conmng election,” Pairin told Bernama during a
visit to the constituency.

To Pairin, issues like the buying and selling of State Assenbl ynen t hat
could reverse the outcome of the state election, the | arge nunber of
i mmi grants becom ng registered voters and the rotation of the chief
mnister's post, are major concerns of the voters.

Donpok' s supporters say their | eader has served his constituency "very
wel | " and does not discrim nate agai nst the Kadazandusuns' politica
affiliations when it cones to giving governnent assistance.

"Deserving children in the constituency are given schol arshi ps. Don't
forget the recent floods which hit the Penanpang district. The people w |l
be much worse of f without the personal attention Donpok paid to the area,"
says one of his canpaigners at the PDS operations room

The PBS is expected to field another prom nent Moyog son, Datuk
Cl arence Bongkos Mal akun, to west the seat back from Donpok in the polls.

Mal akun, who served several years as Managi ng Director of Sabah Forest
I ndustries Sdn Bhd, a maj or pul p and paper producer in Sipitang, has nade a
couple of attenpts to win the Myog seat but has not got over the jinx.

In the first attenpt in 1985, he was disqualified on nom nation day as
a PBS candi date for technical reasons.

He again contested in Myog as an i ndependent candidate in the 1994
el ection and managed to obtain 3,360 votes agai nst 6,615 polled by Donpok.

When a Bernama team dropped by at PDS operations centre here the other



ni ght, election workers were busy painting the white "dacing" (scale) on
pil es of navy blue flags, the BN synbol.

A Donpok ai de says: " W have so far done nore than 15,000 flags to be
put up at the constituency"”.

" Going by the nunber of flags put up by the BN here, the BNwill wn
but the flags don't vote," a local newspaper journalist here says
cynical ly.

Hi s observation is not wi thout basis. The PBS Chi nese New Year "open
house" held at the Kadazandusun Cul tural Association Centre or Hongkod
Koi saan here yesterday was a nassive crowd-puller.

At times crowd-control becane difficult as people pushed for food and
drinks served, pronpting the rmaster of cerenony to appeal for order,
saying: "The food is nore than enough for everyone."

For PDS, Myog, thanks to Donpok being the chief mnister, is also its
best bet anpbng the 11 Kadazandusun seats it is expected to contest, despite
facing the uphill task of convincing the Kadazandusuns to throw their
support behind the BN and not the opposition PBS.

But some PDS canpaigners did admt the task is far from easy.

" W were the same peopl e who wooed voters to support the PBS in the
1994 el ection. Now, we have to ask themto vote for the BN...it's not going
to be easy considering this is the PBS stronghold," says anot her Donpok
ai de.

Donpok can, however, bank on the support of the other BN conponent
parties to help ensure victory.

"W will go all out to deliver the 1,400-odd Muslimvotes in the area
to Donmpok. |f necessary, | will personally go down to canpaign for him"
Land and Cooperative Devel opment M nister Tan Sri Kasitah Gaddam who is
Ki nabal u Umo division chief, told Bernama at his hone in Ranau, the
wi nd- swept town on the foothills of Munt Kinabal u.

Pairin is confident of PBS retaining the "hot" seat, which according to
some party insiders, is like arallying point for PBS to settle the score
wi t h Donpok.

PBS makes no secret about the fact it is still bitter over Donpok's
defection to the BN soon after the 1994 polls.

PBS' confidence stens fromits victory over Donpok in the Penanpang
parlianentary constituency in the general election held just a year after
he def ect ed.

The | oss caused Donpok his federal Cabinet post in Kuala Lunpur but he
was appoi nted to the state Cabi net instead before becom ng chief mnister.

It's a do-or-die battle for the 49-year-old chief nmnister, described
by sone as one of Sabah's brightest political stars.

He once said that politically he was |living by the day.

" 1 was born, raised and studied here. Mdyog is nmy place and it is not
my wi sh to abandon the people of Myog," he said, referring to calls from
supporters, including fromthe prine mnister hinmself, that he noves to
anot her constituency considered "safer" than Myyog to def end.

And Donpok is convinced that the people of Moyog are not about to do
t he sane.
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