02/ 03/ 1999
The final line-ups for parties will be known today

Rashi d Yusof

NOM NATI ON centres in Sabah open their doors at nine this norning when
"who's contesting where and for which party” will be known. A sea of
posters and bunting will acconpany candi dates, some of whomw || be

i ndependent s.

In the neantime, some realignments, intriguing twists and turns unfol ded
yest er day.

Wi | e despi sed by some, party hopping as evidenced at the headquarters
of Parti Bersekutu yesterday, m ght at sone point, bring a reunion of
sorts.

Seat ed beside Datuk Harris Salleh, |eader of Bersekutu, at a Press
conference, was Datuk Yahya Lanpong, a stalwart in the era of the Berjaya
governnent under Harris.

Yahya, who rejoined Usno after Berjaya and | ately had been head of the
Tanj ung Aru Umo division, was back with Harris.

He will now contest the Muslimmmjority seat of Kuala Penyu, southwest
of Kota Kinabal u, under the ticket of Parti Bersekutu which is fielding
candi dates in all 48 constituencies.

Anot her ol d associate of Harris, Abdillah Abdul Hanm d has al so | eft Umo
to join Bersekutu. Like Yahya, Abdillah is a forner Deputy Federal
M nister and he will be fielded by Bersekutu i n Lahad Dat u.

This latest turn of events on the eve of nomination forced Harris to
adj ust his Iine-up which had been finalised earlier.

"W accept anybody," said Harris, adding that if the newconers had the
potential to help in the devel opment of Sabah, they woul d be consi dered as
candi dat es.

While Harris spoke in a neasured tone, Yahya provided the fireworks.
"Have you been to England?," he asked a reporter. Yahya glared at the sane
reporter later, telling himnot to m squote him

"I amnot fighting for nyself,” he intoned. Continuing, he said: "I am
fighting for the rights of the future generati ons.

"This has got nothing to do with Dr Mahathir (Prime M nister Datuk Ser
Dr Mahathir Mohamad) ... it is just a systemhe inplenented here.”

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi , who nmade anot her
visit to Kota Kinabalu yesterday, said he was not aware of the devel opnment
i nvol ving Yahya and Abdillah but said Umo nmenbers who defected faced
expul si on.

Responding to the defection, Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, the Chief Mnister
and State BN chairman, said since these politicians nade their nove after
knowi ng the line-up of BN candidates, "it is better for themto | eave."

Dormpok hi nsel f has al so benefited fromthe changing situation. President
of Pasok, Peter Oyong Lobi njang, who was planning to challenge the CMin
Moyog, went to Donpok's house to declare his support for him

Lobi nj ang sai d ot her Pasok candi dates too woul d not be contesting. But
they are not |eaving the party.

Probably accustoned to the fluid nature of Sabah politics, patrons of a
ni ghtspot in Kota Kinabalu were told to put up with politicians changing
parties.

"Everybody nmakes nistakes," was witten on a white board at the
pren ses.

In a place where voters are said to be i ndependent and where it is
common to hear politicians describing this or that person as a "bigger



frog", analysts said the inmedi ate i npact of Yahya's and Abdillah's
defection could not be ascertai ned.

Harris had predicted that Bersekutu would sweep 40 of the 48 seats while
observers are nore inclined to see Harris's party in a spoiler's role.

As the real battle begins today, the BNis quietly confident of a good
overall showi ng. A source said the | atest devel opment in Myyog, Donmpok's
seat since 1986 and a stronghold of Parti Bersekutu Sabah, had been
conforting.

"On Sunday night, sone 1,000 turned out to hear Donpok speak. And the CM
has been getting calls fromconmunity | eaders pl edgi ng support,” the
source added. Dompok, meanwhil e, rel eased the BN manifesto yesterday.

He said |l eading the BNto victory at the polls would be a "proud nonent
inny life."

Until |ate yesterday, all attention was on PBS. None of its | eaders
coul d be reached for insight into its Iine-up which has not been
announced.

Wth many hoping the eventual wi nner will get an absolute majority this
time, hustings in the next 10 days will help decide the final equation.
For now, equations of anything from65:35, or 40:60 or 50:50 in favour of
this party or that party, get quoted all the tine.
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