09 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - Gener ati on
THE FUTURE GENERATI ON DETERM NES THE NATI ON' S | NDEPENDENCE, SAYS PM

BANG , Sept 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today
that the future generation determ nes whet her or not Ml aysia renmains
i ndependent .

The prinme mnister however said he was confident that, |ike the present
generation, the future generati on woul d not be prepared to see Ml aysi a
recol oni sed

"That is why the future generation should know the actual situation in
our country and shoul d be responsible to the nation so that we will remain
i ndependent. Qtherwi se, believe ne, we will be recol oni sed," he said when
addr essi ng t housands of students fromvarious public and private
uni versities at Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia (UKM, here.

Dr Mahathir said that attenpts had been nade to col onise the country
and t hey al nost succeeded.

"But we managed to thwart themthis tinme. Wether or not we be able to
thwart attenpts to recolonise us in future depends not on the present
generation but on your generation," he told the students.

Dr Mahathir said that Mal aysia had achi eved nuch progress and peopl e
now know the country whi ch went agai nst advice by foreigners but the
governnent had proven that it knows howto rule the country and that was
the reason for Ml aysia renmai ni ng an i ndependent nati on.

He said that there were countries which had all owed foreigners to
determne their econom c and political policies.

"But in Malaysia, we ensure that others have no right to interfere in
our domestic affairs.

"We are prepared to be rejected by the people but we are not willing to
see | eaders of foreign countries, even a super power, coning here and
telling the people to topple the leaders. If we were to allow t hem
foreigners will hold the political rein in our country...we will no | onger
be free, no I onger independent and we will be fully col onised,” he said.

Dr Mahathir cited as an exanple how a nation which was proud of its
i ndependence had to give in when placed under foreign powers.

Referring to how the governnment tackled the economic crisis in the
initial stage, Dr Mahathir said that he had not agreed to the economc
recovery measures inplenented according to the advice of the Internationa
Monet ary Fund (I MF).

He said that followi ng inplenentation for a period, it showed they were
not the way to revive the nation's econony because within a short period,
the country's econonic situation worsened.

The prinme minister said that the government |ater changed its economc
recovery strategy whi ch was eventual ly acknow edged as the best way to
generate the country's economi c grow h.

Dr Mahat hir, who spoke for an hour, also related his experience under
the British, Japanese and Si anese rul e.

He said that he truly understood |ife when domi nated by others and it
meant acute humiliation.

"That is why | appreciate i ndependence nore than peopl e who have never
been col oni sed. | ndependence is neaningless if there is no change for the
better," he said.

The prime mnister said that after independence, the governnent focused
on efforts to expand educational institutions by providing educationa
opportunities to all the races especially the Mal ays on realising that the



| evel of progress of the various races in the country was not the sane.

He said that command of know edge was vital as it enabl ed races | aggi ng
behind to catch up

In this respect, Dr Mahathir advi sed students especially Bumiputeras to
make full use of the institutions and educati onal opportunities provided
themso that they could keep up with the other races.

That was why, he said, the government was prepared to spend | arge suns
of noney to set up universities in the country and if conpared to
universities in countries which attained i ndependence at the sane tine as
Mal aysia, the local universities were far better.

He said that the government not only allocated schol arshi ps but al so
subsi di sed all students of higher |earning institutions.

The fees paid were only one-tenth of the expenses at the universities
and this showed that the governnent was prepared to provide subsidy to
uni versity students irrespective of their race, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that students should concentrate on acquiring
know edge in efforts to make Mal aysi a a devel oped nati on.

"I'f we have adequate know edge, it will not only help devel op the
nation but we will surely be respected by others,"” he said.
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