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THE governnent has committed millions of ringgit to bring about a massive
transformation in the educati on systemwhich will see information

technol ogy (I T) taking centrestage. Changes in the methodol ogy of
teaching, involving the wide use of IT tools in the teaching-I|earning
process, are expected to create a vast pool of analytical and creative
students.

| mpl enentation will begin in the 90 Smart (high-tech) Schools in the
country, and eventually in all 9,000 schools in the country. The
governnent is confident that its objective of turning all schools into
Smart Schools will be achieved in three years, despite the econonc

downt urn havi ng sl owed down the i npl enentation process and the devel opnent
of courseware by the appoi nted consortium

Once fully inplenented, Malaysia will be closer to realising its ai mof
being a centre for world-class education.

Many institutions of higher |earning, public and private, have junped on
the I T bandwagon and are extensively using IT and multinedia tools to

i mpart know edge to their students.

Courses unheard of in earlier generations have been introduced into the
cirriculum °Live' video-conferencing between |ecturers and students via
the Internet, for instance, has given a new lease of life to distance

| earni ng, a node of education that is fast gaining popularity. Miltinedia
tools nade avail able to students are hel ping them comuni cate with their
counterparts abroad, thereby allowing themto expand their horizons from
within the classroom

But all efforts to enhance students' comrand of IT will not bear fruit

if the | ong-standi ng phobi a students have had for science and nmat hematics
is not resolved. This fear of anything involving conputers is also
preval ent anong many in the ol der generation, and their children nmay not
get an early introduction to the world of conmputers. This is something the
governnent i s addressing.

Al so, students taking up arts subjects still outnunber those opting for
sci ence courses, a situation that coul d hanper the governnent's quest for
“devel oped nation' status. The government is working to ensure that a
60:40 ratio of science:arts students is achi eved and mai nt ai ned.

The steps executed by the Mnistry of Education, especially at school -

| evel , appear to have achi eved some neasure of success. There has been an
incremental increase in the nunber of upper secondary school students who
have chosen sci ence subjects, correlating with an increase in the

enrol nent of students in science courses at tertiary level.

Matri cul ati on courses, introduced three decades ago to hel p wi den the
pool of bum putera science students, have al so succeeded in fulfilling
their objective. Froma nmere 4,000 students for the 1993/ 94 academ c
session, the intake for this year has snowbal | ed to 40, 000.

The government has pointed out to students, tinme and again, that

pursuing | T-rel ated courses is a guaranteed neal -ticket as job
opportunities abound in this field. Mega-projects |like the Miltinmedia
Super Corridor al one needs a vast nunmber of know edge workers adept in the
intricacies and workings of IT. And as Mal aysia noves into the information
age, al nost every aspect of life will involve IT.

The recent statenent nmade by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad clearly explains the need to achieve a certain degree of mastery



inlT. He said it was inperative that certain courses in universities be
replaced in view of the world's rapid changes in the era of IT as
ot herwi se Mal aysia would be [ eft behind.
Public universities have introduced many | T-rel ated courses and are
geared to have nore. Private higher educational institutions too are not
far behind with their world-class, state-of-the-art facilities.
Among private colleges offering I T subjects are HELP-Charles Sturt
Uni versity, British-Malaysia Institute, Kol ej Damansara Ut ama, Sepang
Institute of Technol ogy, Asia Pacific Institute and the School of Audio
Engi neeri ng.
Wth the governnment's confident backing, it will only be a matter of
time before the country's seemngly lofty anbitions are translated into
reality.
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