27 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - Yout h
THE NATION | S | NDEBTED TO UVNO YOUTH, SAYS MAHATH R

JOHOR BAHARU, Aug 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has conmended Umo Youth for its never-waning spirit since its
i nception nore than half-a-century ago saying that the nation is indebted
to the novenent.

"Although it is nore than 50 years old, Umo Youth keeps nmintaining a
yout hful spirit,"” said Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president.

H s | aunching of the Umo Youth notorcycle-borne general election task
corps exenplified such spirit, the prinme mnister said addressing a
10, 000-strong crowd at the function in Senai near here today.

The | aunchi ng was upon Dr Mahathir's arrival for a two-day working
visit to Johor.

"I hope we are ever-inflaned by this spirit given that our cause does
not end with just winning the general election. There's nuch nore to be
done when Umo Youth attains adulthood to take over fromus of the current
bunch," he said to the thunderous ovati on of the crowd.

Dr Mahathir said Umo Youth had served as the party's protagonists
since the pre-independence days till today, spearheading the cause of the
party and the novenent.

"We're preparing for a general election. This we hold every five years
and the Umo and the Umo Youth spirit and zeal contributed nuch to our
victories in the past nine general elections,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir expressed confidence that the next tinme around the
governi ng Barisan Nasional (BN) would score a | andslide victory as was
previously because of the never-waning fighting spirit of the Umo Youth.

"We have no idea yet when the general election will be held. W'l
eventually hold it but I'mconvinced that Umo Youth especially the Johor
Umo Youth will not | ose steamand zeal because of the long wait," he said.

"BEven if we were to call for the general election tonorrow, |'m
confident of securing the sane results,” he said and the crowd responded
cheekily asking the prime nminister to announce the el ection date.

Dr Mahathir said that despite himbeing given assurance that the BN
woul d agai n make a clean sweep of all the seats to be contested in Johor
he was still |osing sleep over party problens.

In the 1995 general election, the BN won all the 20 parlianentary and
40 state seats at stake in Johor

Dr Mahat hir urged Umo Youth novenments in the rest of the country to be
equal ly prepared as the Johor Umo Youth to further the party's cause to
gui de Mal aysia to join the | eague of devel oped nati ons.

Al t hough Mal aysi a had advanced consi derably since i ndependence, there
was nuch nore to be acconplished and the governnent would |ike to see al
nation-building efforts bring about the desired results, he said.

"W had recently overcone the economic crisis w thout relying on
ot hers. Today the world acknow edges our capabilities in overcomn ng these
probl ens," he said.

However, he said, the years ahead woul d see many nore of the obstacles
and attenpts to derail the country, including that by world najor powers.

But notwi thstanding all these, he was confident that the nation would
prevail, said Dr Mahathir.

Present were Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Chani O hman, Youth and Sports
M ni ster Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin and Umo Youth acting chi ef Datuk
H shammuddi n Tun Hussei n
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