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The reluctant politician of Canbodi a

Ani s Kami |
PRI ME M nister Hun Sen of Cambodia is a man of contradictions. He has been
called ruthless, yet is |ooking forward to having grandchildren. He has
been a fighter but is surprisingly soft-spoken

He dislikes politics, but has been Prime Mnister in one way or anot her
for the past 14 years. He becane Prime Mnister in 1985, at the age of 33,
maki ng himthe world's youngest such m nister.

However, his |ove for Canbodia is unquestionable and so is his
determ nation to bring peace, stability, reconciliation and reconstruction
to a country that has w tnessed viol ence and social unrest for nore than

30 years.
"Because there is no fighting does not nean there is conpl ete peace as
yet. To nove forward, peace is a pre-requisite ... to inplenent social and

econom ¢ devel opnment," he says.

Over the next five years, the Government will reduce the arned services,
both the mlitary and the police, by 79,000 nenbers. The noney saved from
this will go towards inproving public health and educati on.

"The CGovernnent nust also put an end to corruption and nake the
admi ni stration nore effective. Corruption is a chronic disease and nakes
t he econony ineffective."

The Governnment must also reformits efforts in collecting taxes, says
Hun Sen and stresses that the forest policy nust be reforned, otherwi se
Canbodia will | ose this precious natural resource.

Prior to the surrender of the Khner Rouge, Hun Sen, a sports enthusiast,
conmpares his country to that of weight-lifter who is capable of lifting
200kg but is only lifting 100kg.

"Before, we used one hand to obstruct the Khrmer Rouge fromreturning to
power and the other for national reconstruction.

"Now with reconciliation, we can bring a conplete end to the war and
devote all our tine to national reconstruction.”

However, he says, the regional economic crisis has made things nore

difficult. And there are still wars and natural disasters in the world
whi ch requires the donors to allocate assistance to these areas as well.
"But | still hope that with the end of the war, there will be

opportunities to pronote the econony. It is not our intention to turn
Canbodi a into a dragon, but at least into a small snake," he says with a
smle.

Cambodia's entry into Asean is an inportant factor in the country's
efforts to nove forward - both politically and econonically.

"First of all, the political benefit and national security will be
enhanced. It woul d nean the end of Canbodi an isolation within this region
and we could al so benefit from Asean's partnership outside the region.
Thi s woul d strengt hen Canbodia's position in the international arena.

"I'n the econonmic field, Canbodia has to pay a price, but that is just at
the beginning. In return, however, we would benefit fromthe investnent
that woul d be entering the country."

The Most Favoured Nation status and the General System of Preferences
provided by the United States and the European Union could al so be better
mai ntai ned after being adnitted i nto Asean.

"I'n short, we could say that there is nothing Canbodia could | ose and
much it could gain fromjoining Asean."

During his visit to Kuala Lunmpur |ast week, he expressed gratitude on



behal f of Canbodia to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and
Mal aysia's efforts and support to bring Canbodia i nto Asean.

"The happi est point of ny visit was when | received the support of Dr
Mahat hir that Mal aysia woul d secure the market for Canbodia's agrarian
products.”

For many years, he explains, Canbodia has found it difficult to find
mar kets for its produce which include naize, rice, soya bean and beef.
These products have been flowing to other places w thout proper
arrangements or control

"When we can secure a narket for the export of these products we can
al so secure that our people can continue to produce

"The growi ng | abour force and the opportunities for enmploynment is al so
one of the problens of our country. Therefore, we have requested the
favour from Mal aysia to accept Canbodi an workers.

"Sendi ng our workers to Malaysia is not only to solve the unenpl oynent
problembut to acquire skills and technology to bring back to Canbodi a."

He adds that Cambodia can | earn from Mal aysia in social, econonic
devel oprment and rural devel opnent and | and managenent. He has al so
subm tted a proposal for human resource devel opnent to Dr Mahathir
Mal aysia will help train officials after Canbodia's entry into Asean.

Anot her first for Canbodia is the participation of an opposition party
in the National Assenbly. Wen asked how that would help the political
stability of Canbodia, he says having a | egal opposition would add val ue
and effectiveness to the Governnent's poli cies.

"It is the first time in the history of Canbodia that we have an
opposition party in the National Assenbly. W will absorb their good ideas
for national reconciliation.

"If they do not voice their opinion within the National Assenbly, they
may resort to taking arnms against us or sone anarchic activity that would
destroy political stability."

He says it is a source of pride for the country that it forns a culture
of denocracy on its own.

"When he (referring to Sam Rai nsy who heads the sel f-naned opposition
party) voices his opposition, he is hel ping the Governnent. He can bring
up nmenbers of the Governnent who are not acting appropriately.

"So, sometinmes there is no need for the Prine Mnister to take action
because the opposition is taking care of it," he says.

And what of the reluctant politician? He says that when it | ooked |ike
t he Canbodi an Peoples's Party was |leading in the el ections, he nade a
request to step down on July 28, |ast year.

"l prepared a seven-page statenent for ny resignation, but no one
accepted it," he says with a slight shrug.

When he was a young nman, he says, he was held hostage by a war. For the
| ast 20 years he has been a "political hostage". He is planning to step
down as Conmander-in-Chi ef of the Armed Forces, which he says is a
conpl i cat ed post.

"I would like to liberate nyself frombeing a hostage of politics. |
will do so step by step..."

Hun Sen, 48, has been in politics for 20 years, first as Foreign
M ni ster, then Deputy Prine Mnister and finally as Prinme Mnister.

He says that he will prevent any of his children fromgetting invol ved
in politics. "They can be soldiers, civil servants, or businessnen but not
politicians."

He dreanms of living as a farnmer in the country, sonmewhere by a river
where he can fish for his dinner. "If ny resignati on had been accepted..

"For now, | want to be a grandfather. My brothers and sisters all have
grandchil dren, but not I, the politician. However, ny daughter is getting



marri ed next nonth...."
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