22 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - BN
THE SI LENT MAJORI TY SHOULD CAST THEI R VOTES, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 22 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today it was vital that the silent najority in the comunity
cast their votes to ensure a bigger win for the Barisan Nasional (BN) in
the Nov 29 general election

"This tinme, we want the silent majority to cast their votes. W do not
want the silent majority who support us but do not cast their votes," he
sai d when addressi ng sone 400 BN Federal Territory el ection workers, at the
Bangsar sports conpl ex, here.

Al so present were BN election director Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob who is
Information Mnister and all the 11 BN candi dates fielded in the Federa
Territory.

Dr Mahathir said that many anong them had been passive and some di d not
bother to vote but they were begi nning to express thensel ves in support of
t he BN government during the el ecti on canpaign.

He said this was proven this norni ng when sone 200 nenbers representing
t he 200, 000 nenbers of the Mal aysi an Ex- Servi cenen's Associ ation and al so a
group fromthe Ml aysi an Si kh Associ ation pledged their support for the BN
gover nnent .

Dr Mahathir said: "The two associations are apolitical and they cane
forward to pl edge their support voluntarily".

He believed that the silent majority were supporters of the BN
gover nnent .

The prime nminister called on the party workers to woo the silent
majority to cast their votes on polling day as they would vote in the BN
gover nnent .

The BN woul d need a two-third nmajority so that the government woul d be
solid and strong, he said.

On nom nation day, Dr Mahat hir expressed his concern that many silent
BN supporters will not cast their votes as they are very confident that the
BNwll win the el ection.

Dr Mahathir said that the BN was now nore confident of the support of
t he younger generation especially university students who were beginning to
understand the actual political situation in the country.

He said that this group should in turn explain to their peers and their
parents who were anong the silent majority so that they woul d understand
the econonmic and political situation in the country.

"I am asking these students to play their role to explain the actua
situation," he said.

The prinme minister said that previously nany students had been
nm si nf or med.
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