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THE t hought that a classmate woul d one day becone the Prinme M nister never
occurs to a school boy. That a star should rise fromone's mdst is so
unreal that the thought is normally dismssed and it fades into the
background of hunmdrum school life. But in the case of (Datuk Seri Dr)
Mahat hir (Mohamad) the thought has becone a reality. In retrospect, his
rise to the highest office in the country cones as no surprise.

In recalling nmy inpressions of Mahathir | do not think that he went out
his way to court popularity of teachers or classnmates. | think it was in
his nature to shun the linelight, as can be judged by the fact that he was
never a school prefect; but those who were close to himrealised that he
was thorough in all that he did.

My inpression of himwas that he would take on a responsibility that was
entrusted to himonly if he could do justice to it. To that extent he was
realistic.

He was nore "literary" than "ganesone". Wiile in the Junior Canbridge in
1941 he was the secretary of King's House; after the war he took on the
editorship of the Darul aman and becane the chairman of the Literary and
Debating Society. If |eadership qualities are to be seen these were the
two i nmportant offices he held which were pointers to the future. | was
privileged and happy to serve with himas the sub-editor.

Hi s "l eader" of the 1945 i ssue of the Darul aman was a nature pi ece on
the atomi ¢ bonbi ng of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and was reflective in tone;
it was indicative of his ability to come across strongly and clearly.

As chairman of the Literary and Debating Society he organised the
debates and tal ks of the society with efficiency. Al though Mahathir was
not an outstanding sportsman | noted with pleasure his interest and
keenest in games.

Al t hough he did not nake the college first teamin rugby, soccer, or
hockey he was an enthusiastic stalwart in the King's House first teans. He
was an ardent supporter of the college rugby team H's interest in the
game has never wavered and | believe he took it up seriously when he went
on to nedical college

In primary school (at that tinme part of the college) he was al ready
begi nning to nake his presence felt. W started together in January 1933
in what was then known as Primary One and then noved up to Primary Two,
then Standard One up to Standard Four.

Competition for the first three places in the final exam nations was
al ways keen for there were book prizes to be won and received at the
Annual Speech Day. Prizes were won by rotation by four or five of us.

Mahat hir invariably won a prize. The conpetition and friendly rivalry
solved itself when it was decided to give the best five students in the
annual Standard Four exam nation a "doubl e" pronotion, enabling Mahathir
Qovi Eng Ban, Foo Chee Keow, and nyself to "junp" to Standard Six
(equivalent to the present Form Two). Ahnad Shariff declined the offer.

Fromthen on we were conpeting with others in the main streamand it
took us sone tinme before we could catch up with our own studies to be a
threat to the others; and so when the Pacific War broke out we were al
set to go into the final year of our school life.

But this was not to be. After sitting for the Junior Canbridge
exam nation we broke up fo what was to be the | ongest holiday any
school boy woul d ever have: three years and ei ght nonths! And the results



of our exami nation were not known until, as usual, after the holidays.

And so we dispersed during the war years, each his own way, to fend for
himself and to help with the famly incone, but alnost all returned nore
men than boys. Some were narried but all canme back, nmore confident and
conmitted to work for a better world.

We returned matured and hardened by the exposure to living in a world of
want and humiliation. Mahathir was no exception. | had the distinct
i npressi on, however, that he realised what had to be done in the face of
the changing political situation and the fervour for independence. He
rightly decided on a career in nedicine.

It is the prerogative of the young to | augh at others and at thensel ves.
During our school days many were the occasi ons when this humour was
mani fest. Wth Mahathir it oozed rather than spluttered. He was not
capabl e of the boi sterous hunour of pranksters. H's was the dry hunour of
the intellectual which was sparked off by the com c situation rather than
t he sl apsti ck.

Hs jocular rejoinders were half in earnest but were neant to infect a
| augh. In the mdst of seriousness it was not unusual to see Mahathir
juxtapose the ridiculous with telling effect.

Perhaps the greatest inpression | have of himis the total lack of airs
about him He treated everyone alike and | think he expected everyone to
treat himin the sane manner

- “Sultan Abdul Hanmi d Col | ege Dal am Kenangan', 1981
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