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Agriculture
THI NK- TANK SUPPORTS CALLS TO ESTABLI SH AGRI CULTURE UNI VERSI TY

KOTA Kl NABALU, Sept 25 (Bernama) -- A research institute here has
expressed support for a call to set up an agricultural university in the
country and proposed that the university be set up in Sabah.

Executive director of the Institute for Indi genous Econom c Progress
(Sabah) (Indep) WIfred Madi us Tangau said that there was a lot of merit in
the suggestion especially when it cones to food production.

"It is also pertinent that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad nade a reference to Sabah when it cones to agricultural devel opnent
as well as food production,” he said in a statenent, here.

Inline with that, he said, it would only be |ogical that the new
"University of Agriculture" should be |located in Sabah, for instance, by
upgradi ng the existing Tinbang Menggaris Agriculture Institute in Kota
Belud into a university.

He was conmenting on the calls for the setting up of such a university
by t he Federation of Ml aysi an Consuners Associ ati ons (Fonta) yesterday who
felt that it could help raise food production in the country by further
devel opi ng research and devel opment (R&D) and inventing the nachi nery
needed to speed up agricul tural production.

Tangau sai d such a university could al so conduct research as to how
existing traditional farners, such as the hill padi cultivators could
productively participate in food production.

"Much nore needs to be done to ensure traditional farmers benefit from
governnent initiative in enhancing agricultural output. | amsure that the
new vi sion of the prime nminister in pursuing aggressive agriculture
devel oprment wi Il have strong support from Mal aysi ans across the |land," he
sai d.

On Wednesday, Dr Mahathir spoke of his new vision for Malaysia to
develop its agricultural sector to becone a mgjor food producer and
exporter.

"The newinitiative of the prine mnister will certainly be nore
meani ngful if active participation fromthe indi genous people in nodern
agricultural production is made as an integral conmponent of the new
vision," he said.

Therefore, the establishment of the agriculture university in Sabah
woul d certainly be a wel coned initiative of the government, Tangau sai d.
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