02/ 12/ 1999

Three States prepare to swear in CM M

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Mal acca Chief Mnister will be sworn in tonorrow,
the Perak Menteri Besar on Friday and the Negri Senbilan Menteri Besar by
next week.

In Mal acca, State Umo deputy chief Datuk Wra Mhd Ali Rustamis
expected to take his oath of office as the ninth Chief Mnister before
Yang di - Pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahmad Shahabuddi n t onorrow nor ni ng.

A spokesman for the State Protocol Department said the swearing-in
cerenony woul d take place at Istana Mel aka in Bukit Beruang at 9am

The departnment held a nmeeting this norning, chaired by State Secretary
Dat uk Wra Abdul Aziz Orar, to discuss the preparations for the cerenopny.

Mohd Ali, when net at his house in Bukit Katil, however, renmined tight-
I i pped when asked about his appoi ntment.

Sayi ng the appointnment of a CMwas the prerogative of Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mharmad, he asked the nmedia to wait until tonorrow
to confirmthe specul ation

Qut -going Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin will be noving to
the Federal |evel after winning the Jasin parlianmentary seat in the
general el ection.

Mohd Ali, also the State Barisan Nasional deputy chairnman, won the Paya
Runput State seat after defeating DAP' s Loh Ah Boo.

In I poh, the new Menteri Besar is expected to take his oath of office on
Fri day.

It is learnt that the Menteri Besar's office is nmaking arrangenent with
the palace to fix the time for the cerenony.

The post fell vacant after Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib, who has held the
position for nore than 16 years, noved to the Pasir Sal ak parlianmentary
constituency fromhis traditional Kanpung Gajah State seat.

Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayob, who earlier held the Pasir Sal ak seat, was noved to the Parit
parlianentary constituency where he was defeated by a Pas candi date.

It is understood that Dr Mahathir will announce the choice of the new
Menteri Besar before Friday.

Political analysts believe that former Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Departnment Datuk Tajol Rosli Ghazali, who is the former Gik MP, will take
over.

He was fielded in the State seat of Kenering (within the Gik
parlianentary constituency) in the el ection.

In Serenban, the Negri Senbilan State Executive Council wll be forned
by next week at the latest, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Abdul Saned
sai d.

Mohaned |sa said he had yet to neet Dr Mahathir to discuss the
appoi nt rent of nenbers.

"As in the past, | would nornally discuss the appoi ntment of nenbers,
especially concerni ng candi dates fromUmo, with Dr Mahathir," he said
t oday.

O her component parties of the BN would send their |ist of proposed
St at e Exco candidates to the Prine M nister and Mohaned | sa said he would
be inforned of it.

On whet her there woul d be new faces anong the nenbers of the State Exco,
he said this would depend on his neeting with Dr Mahat hir.

In Kl ang, Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Onmar had an



audi ence with the Regent of Selangor Tengku Idris Shah today to informhim
of the election results.

It was |learnt that Abu Hassan al so inforned himof the State Executive
Council 1ine-up.

The State exco nmenbers are scheduled to be sworn in on Friday at |stana
Al am Shah here.

However, Abu Hassan and State officials are keepi ng numover who the new
nmenbers are.

Specul ation is rife that some maj or changes are expected and four new
faces may be included in the 11-nenber |ine-up.

In Johor Baru, the new Johor State Executive Council is expected to be
enl arged fromeight to 10 nmenbers.

This is provided for under an anmendnent to the Johor Constitution to
provide for two additional seats in the State Exco, passed by the State
Legi sl ative Assenbly in August 1996.

The enlarged State Exco effectively means that the M C and Ger akan,
whi ch do not have any representative in the Executive Council, may be
given seats this tine.

Both parties now have two representatives each in the State Assenbly.

O the current eight Johor Executive Council nmenbers, two are fromthe
MCA and the ot hers from Umo.

However, three of the Umo seats have fallen vacant as Dat uk Sabari ah
Ahmad (Agriculture and Rural Devel opnment) was not re-nom nated and two
others - Datuk Kadir Annuar (Religious Affairs) and Dr Abdul Latiff Ahmad
(Culture, Youth and Sports) - contested for parlianentary seats.

Johor al so needs a new State Assenbly Speaker as the incunbent, Datuk
Mohd Ali Hassan, is now the MP for Tebrau.

Dat uk Zainal abidin Zin (Wrks and Public Uilities) is expected to be
made t he new Speaker.
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