14/ 11/ 1999
Three top civil servants nmay be fielded in polls

Jocel i ne Tan
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Three top civil servants are said to be in the |ist
of Barisan Nasional candidates for this general election.

One of themis said to be none other than Chief Secretary to the
Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, who is tipped to contest the state
seat of Tunjang, Kedah, although the solem-faced civil servant brushed
asi de the suggesti on when asked about it in Alor Star.

He said he had neither resigned nor would he be contesting the el ection

Anot her potential candidate fromthe civil service is said to be Datuk
Wra Mazl an Ahmad, national sports council director-general who may be
fielded in a parlianentary seat in Ml acca.

The third high-ranking civil servant is Imrigration director-general
Dat uk Aseh Che Mat, who is from Negri Senbil an.

Kedah politicians are convinced HalimAli's name is in despite his
deni al. They said he had been nmaking regular visits to the state since My
this year.

Umo circles in Kedah had noticed and were even slightly puzzled by the
top civil servant's presence at a nunber of functions and events in Kedah
over the past nonths.

However, they had had little inkling that it mght be the prelude to an
el ectoral bid this general election. News of himas a possible candi date
imediately led to specul ation that he woul d be a potentiate for the
Menteri Besar's post given the feelings of Kedah Unmo towards Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Juni d.

Besi des, they said Abdul Halimwas a highly qualified and experienced
admi ni strator and that he was handpi cked by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad who i s Kubang Pasu MP.

Most of his Kedah visits, an Umo assenbl yman recal |l ed, were centred
around the parlianentary constituency of Kubang Pasu and done at a rate of
about tw ce and sonetinmes even three tinmes a nonth.

Once he surprised everyone when he officiated at a school speech day in
Tunj ang.

Kubang Pasu enconpasses the state seats of Tunjang and Jitra which are
currently held by Barishah Saad and Tan Sri Gsman Aroff respectively.

Both seats were won with handsone najorities of 7,244 (Tunjang) and
8,438 (Jitra) in 1995.

Abdul Halimwas born in Tunjang town, a small rural centre in Kedah
situated along the road to Perlis and which according to ot her Kedah-
borns, is fanpbus for its nee rebus.

H s career was spent in the Foreign Mnistry before he becane the first
di pl omatic service officer to be appointed Chief Secretary in Septenber,
1996.

Abdul Halimwi |l probably be the highest ranking civil servant to go
into active politics although former Lord President Tun Sall eh Abas had
contested on a Semangat 46 ticket in Lenbah Pantai in 1990.

A nunber of civil servants are also tipped to contest the polls and
according to sources, a special unit has been fornmed in the Public Service
Department to handle the swift processing of their retirenent/resignation
in the event of their candi dature being confirned.

Meanwhi | e, Aseh, speaking to Bernana, neither confirned nor denied his
candi dat ur e.
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