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TO recogni se its peer contribution to the advertising filmindustry, the
Mal aysi an Associ ati on of Advertising FilmMakers presented its Achi evenent
Award to three prom nent personalities at the Gand Ballroom Shangri-La
Hotel in Kuala Lunmpur recently.

The award, conferred for the first tinme, went to Tan Sri Chazali Shafie,
Datuk L. Krishnan and Datuk Jaffar Mohd Ali - all of whom have pl ayed a
pivotal role in the filmindustry in the country.

Kri shnan and Ghazali received the award from PPFI M president T. Gopal a
Kri shan whil e Jaffar, who was abroad, was represented by Ml aysia
Advertisers Associ ation vice-president Zai nuddi n Noh.

Ghazali was instrunental in changing the face of the Comercial Film
Production Industry in 1971 when he was the Information Mnister.

He not only revol utioni sed the production of Ml aysian comrerci al s but
al so introduced the policy where all commercials aired over Ml aysi an
television could only contain local talent, inages and flavour.

Krishnan is synonynous to the local filmindustry as he is one of the
pioneers. His first novie Bakti |aunched the icon of Ml aysian fil mdomP
Ram ee.

The foundi ng menber of two filmstudios in Malaya - Cathay Keris
Producti ons and Merdeka Studi os, Krishnan directed Tun Teja, the first
feature filmproduced in Malaya. Until then it was produced i n Singapore.

He went on to set up the first Ml aysian Commercial Film Production
House, Gaya Filemin 1970, which has won nmany awards for works produced in
its tinme.

In 1976, Krishnan proposed the Made-in-Mlaysia ruling to Ghazali, the
then Information M nister.

Kri shnan was instrunmental in proposing to the Trade and I ndustry
M nister, who in 1981 was Datuk Mahat hir Mhamad, to establish Finas
(Mal aysi an Fi | m Devel oprent Board).

Kri shnan was actively involved in community work with 20 organi sati ons,
i ncl udi ng Mal aysi an Fi | m Acadeny, National Wl fare Foundation, Ml aysian
Associ ation for the Blind, Federal Territory Welfare Council, The Medic
Al ert Foundation of Malaysia and Mal aysi an Fi |l m Producers Associ ati on.

As for Jaffar, he is certainly no stranger to the Advertising Film
Production Industry and its associ ated busi ness partners.

His |ist of industry related achi evenent dates back to 1970s when he
represented Cycle & Carriage on the Council of the Advertisers
Associ ati on.

Known affectionately as Jeff, he worked tirelessly for al nost 30 years
to rai se the standards of advertising industry not only in Ml aysi a but
globally as well.

As testanment to his efforts, Jaffar was awarded the Max Lewis Award in
1980, served as a nenber to the Advisory Panel on Advertising Codes and
hel d the position of deputy chairman of Advertising Standards Authority
Mal aysi a.

In 1986, he was appoi nted executive chai rman of Foote, Cone and Bel di ng.
Four years | ater he was chairman of the Asian Federation of Adverti sing
Associ ati ons, spearheading the bid for Malaysia to host the 1990 Asi an
Adverti si ng Congress.

In 1992, his efforts led to the establishnment of the Institute of
Adverti si ng Comruni cati on and Tr ai ni ng.



Two years |l ater, he was appoi nted nmenber of the World Council of the
International Advertising Association and in 1996, was appoi nted vice
presi dent for professional devel opnent and received the prestigi ous
Advertising Man of the Year Award from Hong Kong's nedi a nagazi ne.

As president of the MAA for the past 18 years, he has been responsible
for the devel opnent of the industry.

The 600- odd guests al so saw the | aunching of the PFFIM s new | ogo by
Dat uk Dr Sul ei man Mohd, the Deputy Health M nister.
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