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Ties with China have cone a | ong way

A. Kadir Jasin

I T was an evening worth remenbering. If not for the food, it was for the
entertai nment - the song, dance, the nagi c show and the fantastic
acrobatic performance.

The two boys and girls who perforned the acrobatic act were out of this
worl d. And the magician who fished a large live fish fromunder the VIP
tabl e was superb.

I understand fromthe grapevine that the VIPs, who included the Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad, were so i npressed with the young
acrobats that a suggestion was nade for themto be invited to performin
Mal aysi a.

Not a bad idea and | amsure the Tan Sris and Datuks who were at the
tabl e and whose conpani es are not badly maul ed by the economc crisis or
are recovering fromit will not hesitate to sponsor their trip.

The boys and girls of the Beijing Foreign Studies University - Beijing
WAi GQuo Yu Da Xue - were not bad either. They could have easily passed
thensel ves of f as a novice Malaysia choir with their rendition of Can ma
Ii can and Rasa Sayang.

And the MC for the evening, Hong Ju Khee of ntv7, did us proud with her
fl awl ess Bahasa Mal aysia. | was told by a Mandarin speaker seated beside
me that her Mandarin was perfect too.

The di nner m ght have started a bit |ate by Chinese standards but the
uni queness of the occasion - Mal am Persahabatan (Friendship N ght) to
commenorate the 25th anniversary of the establishment of diplomtic
relati ons between Ml aysia and China - was not |ost.

Credit nust go to the Ml aysi a- China Friendship Society and its Chinese
counterpart in Beijing, China-Mulaysia Friendship Society, their corporate
sponsors and col | abor at ors.

&oi ng by the canmaraderie of the evening, one could easily agree with Dr
Mahat hir's assertion that although diplomatic ties between the two
countries were forged only 25 years ago, the history that binds them dates
back to 600 years ago

Sone scholars claimthat the relations between the two | ands exi sted as
early as 2,000 years ago

Beijing is extrenely friendly and noderately cosnopolitan - a sonewhat
recent phenonenon according to a Mal aysi an nmanager who has been living in
the Chinese capital for sone years.

The change is largely due to the |late Deng Xi aopi ng's OQpen Policy
adopted at the 11th Congress of the Chinese Communist Party in 1978.

But Beijing, being in what is sonetines called the "dust bow" is often
hazy except after the rain.
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