20/ 08/ 1999
Ties with China will grow stronger: Dr M

Kamarul Yunus in Beijing

BEI JING Thurs: The scope of cooperation between Ml aysia and China will
be further strengthened follow ng the signing of the Joint Statenent on
the Framework for Future Bilateral Relations recently, Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d.

"The signing of the joint statement by foreign mnisters of both
countries on May 31 1999 will expand the scope of cooperation between

Mal aysi a and China as the new century draws closer,"” he said at a dinner
to commenorate the 25th anniversary Sino-Ml aysia diplomatic rel ations
her e.

More than 700 Mal aysi ans and Chi nese nationals attended the di nner which
was jointly hosted by the Ml aysi a- Chi na Fri endshi p Associ ati on (PPMC) and
t he Chi na- Mal aysi a Fri endshi p Associ ati on (PPCM) .

Dr Mahat hir said although rel ati ons between Mal aysi a and Chi na have

i mproved vastly in the last 25 years, there is still a lot that can be
achi eved to strengthen ties between both countri es.

He urged Mal aysi an and Chi nese nationals to forge close relationships to
bi nd the already i nproved di plomatic relati ons between both countries.

In this regard, Dr Mahathir praised the two associations - PPMC and PPCM
- for their contributions and role in forging close relationship and
under st andi ng bet ween t he peopl es of Ml aysi a and Chi na.

"These associ ati ons conpl ement governnent efforts to forge cl ose
cooperation between China and Mal aysi a," he sai d.

Dr Mahat hir acknow edged the rapid progress achieved in forging cl ose
relati onship between China and Mal aysia in the past 25 years, dedicating
themto the efforts taken by past | eaders such as the late Tun Abdu
Razak, Mal aysia's second prinme mnister, China s chairman Mao Zedung and
prime mnister Zhou Enl ai.

"While at the early stages the relationship was nerely limted to trade
the scope of cooperation now covers investment, education, tourismand air
services," Dr Mahathir said

He noted that ties between Mal aysia and China actually started nore than
600 years ago and some historians said relations between the two countries
had | ong been in existence for 2,000 years.

"For us Mal aysi ans, nanes such as Yin Ching, Admral Cheng Ho and
Princess Hang Li Po were associated with the history of the Ml acca
Empire. Sone of the inpacts fromsuch interaction between the countries
during that era can still be seen in food, clothing and architecture,” Dr
Mahat hir said, adding that the close rel ationship between the two
countries at that tinme started to deteriorate as soon as the Wstern
powers began to col onise the two countries.

Dr Mahathir said the handi ng over of Macau to China at the end of this
year will not only be an inportant event for the republic, which wll
celebrate its 50th anniversary on Cctober 1, but is also historically
significant as this will mark the end of foreign colonialisation in Asian
countri es.

Chi nese Vice-Premier Q an Q chen agreed with Dr Mahathir that both
countries have enjoyed expanded cooperati on and exchanges and mai nt ai ned
cl ose cooperation in various fields.

He said the dawn of the new century will surely bring new opportunities
for the devel opment of Sino-Mlaysian relations, especially the signing of
the joint statement on the framework of future bilateral cooperation.



He said the | eaders of both countries frequently exchanged visits to

enhance friendship. President Jiang Zemin, for exanple, has visited

Mal aysia thrice while Dr Mahathir has been to China five tinmes, he added.
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