09/ 12/ 1999
Time now for organisers to take stock of Linma's progress and needs

Mar hal i m Abas

LIMA '99, the fifth series of the Langkawi International Maritine and
Aer ospace exhi bition, has now established itself as a regional, if not
gl obal , juggernaut, given its scope and anbiti on.

Conceptual i sed as a catal yst for the devel opnent of the nation's
aerospace and maritime industries, Malaysia's premer biennial maritine
and aerospace exhibition has cone a | ong way over the past 10 years.

Critics may argue against its success but taking into consideration that
Mal aysia is not a traditional aerospace and naritime superpower, the Lina
series has proven its nettle against all odds.

From a busi ness point of view, Lina 99 was significant - a total of
RMBOO million worth of contracts was signed apart from several menoranda
of understandi ng, nostly involving the Governnent and Mal aysi an aer ospace
firms.

Several contracts were signed at a special cerenony held in conjunction
with the launch of the Mal aysi an Aerospace I ndustries Association, with
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad wi t nessi ng.

Thi s devel opnent, perceived as good for Lima, had been criticised in the
past for having MoUs which never materialised into firmagreenents.

Now with five Linmas under their belts, it is pertinent that the
aerospace and maritinme organi sers, Le Proton Lima Sdn Bhd and HWLi ma Sdn
Bhd respectively, should take stock of its progress.

One of the issues that could have been boosted this tine was
mer chandi sing |i ke toy planes or submarines, or replicas of the Sukhois,
F-15s or M Gs.

Anyone who had been able to produce these products could have rmade a
killing, given the clanmour for such souvenirs by enthusiasts, |limted only
to a mad rush for flyers and panphlets that caused confusion and nini-
riots.

O her interactions were confined only to visitors taking pictures of
thenselves in a pilot's gear or gawking at the skies and aircraft
simul ators, and taking a stroll on the decks of the warships.

There were no joyrides on any of the planes or sailing on yachts, in
particul ar Jalur Gemilang, which seened to have been put to pasture when
it could have sailed around the bay during the event in a show of pride.

What about those willing to pay for the privilege of sailing on the boat
that circumavi gated the world and | aunched Azhar Mansor as a househol d
namne.

Per haps, the Royal Ml aysian Air Force and the Royal Ml aysi an Navy
could set up booths to give a briefing on their activities and exploits,
or where pilots or sailors fromall nations taking part in the exhibition
coul d speak about their experiences.

Wth the career booths |acking, where were the hobbyi st booths? O even
fromconpanies wanting to tap a grow ng nunber of school children who nay
be seeking a career in aerospace or naritine?

The organi sers should consider a nore intimate interaction with the
crowd, especially those forking out the RM0 entrance fee for the
aer ospace segment, so as to generate better spin-offs for future Limas in
terms of interest and education.

Educati onal prospects seened to have been lost in all the business-to-
busi ness bl uster.

But ol d problens persisted Iike | ost |uggage - the people who invested



time and noney in the island tried to recoup their investnments with
questionabl e strategi es, unnecessarily jacking up prices of products and
servi ces.

Unl ess the authorities check this negative trend, all efforts and
investnents will sinmply be a pall-bearer for inflation.

Exasperatingly, these conplaints are beconing cliches - some may think
that visitors to Langkawi have deep pockets, especially during Linm, but
they have the same needs for budget acconmodati on and reasonably priced
goods and servi ces.

Apart fromthe unpredictable weather, proceedings during Lima '99 went
snmoot hl y.

It was worth noting that although 650 conpanies from40 countries,
including giants Iike Airbus Industrie, Bonbardi er Aerospace, Boeing and
Mal aysia Airlines, took part in the exhibition, the static display at the
Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre was a slight disappointnent.

Most of the aircraft had partici pated before and newer aircraft were not
i ncl uded.

Wil e the di splay was comendabl e, especially the Russians who stole the
show wi t h t he breat ht aki ng nmanoeuvres of the Sukhoi-30, the show needed an
i nfusion of new or experinental aircraft to nmake the difference.

Unfortunately, there were no-shows fromthe Russian Air Force, the
Russi an Knights, reportedly due to | ate confirmati on. However, sources
said the confirmati on was del ayed by the dispute over fuel supply.

Next time, Lim faces serious conpetition froma slew of exhibitions in
the region as a curtain raiser to the new nillennium

These range fromsmall but upcomi ng shows - the Thai 2000 Maritine and
Aerospace, the Philipines Airport 2000 and the region's granddaddy, the
Asi an Aerospace 2000 i n Si ngapore.

On the honefront, Defence Services Asia, Heli Services and Air Transport
2000 have been slated for the 2000 cal endar. Besides this, other events
are being organi sed in Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and the Farnborough 2000.

Coi ncidental ly, HWLima, which organised the maritine conponent of Linmg,
is organising the Air Transport 2000.

bservers were perplexed on the need to have two airshows in Ml aysia
even though they are held in different years.

One public relations officer froman aerospace firm suggested that the
new exhibition will conpete directly with Lima, wondering whether the
Mal aysi an Gover nnment expects every manufacturer to take part in both
events.

"The market here is too small to have two airshows, even if one is ained
at civilians," he said. "Al'l airshows need both defence and civil sectors,
one cannnot survive w thout the other unless this place is Gshkosh."

The PRO expects a deci sion soon, otherwi se, there will be two conpeting
ai rshows in the country.

To put everything in perspective, the Lima series has been a big
st eppi ng stone, especially for the Ml aysi an aerospace i ndustry. From
al nost zero, the country has a well -devel oped aerospace sector.

It will not be too | ong before a Ml aysi an-desi gned and nanuf act ur ed
airplane will take to the air - a great achi evenent, considering that the
first airplane was fl own al nbst 90 years ago and the country only gai ned
i ndependence 42 years ago.

( END)
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