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Time to close ranks and get on with the job at hand

Har dev Kaur

W TH t he appoi nt nent of the new Deputy Prine M nister, other Cabinet
changes and the postponenent of Umo el ections, it is hoped that efforts
and energies will now be focused on the econony and i nproving the
country's i mge

I n appointing Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as his deputy, Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has followed tradition. In the
past, Tun Hussein Onn, Tun Ghafar Baba and Dr Mahat hir hinmself were
appointed to the Deputy Prine Mnister's post when they were Umo vice
pr esi dents.

Thi s poi nt may have escaped sone observers abroad who expressed
"surprise" at the appointment. They point to the highly publicised fact
that Dr Mahat hir broke the fast at Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's house. This
i s nothing unusual as the Prine Mnister breaks his fast w th nunerous
peopl e during the nonth, and nothing is made out of these "events".

It does not mean that each tinme the Prine Mnister visits soneone or
breaks fast in another's house that the individual or individuals are in
Iine for an appointnent.

The observers neverthl ess noted that the appoi ntment of Abdullah as
Deputy Prine Mnister and that of Tun Dai m Zai nuddin as the First Finance
M ni ster should instil greater confidence anong foreigners and the

busi ness community both at home and abr oad.

Abdul | ah or Pak Lah (as he is affectionately called) also has a M Nice
Guy and M C ean i mage which will be useful in bridging the gap and

uni ting Umo nenbers and those at the grassroots. Hi s easy, unassum ng and
gentl e manner endears himto young and ol d.

Abdul lah is not newto politics as Umo politics runs in his veins. Hs
father, Datuk Ahmad Badawi was a founder nenber of the organisation. Pak
Lah's easy manner, even tenperanent, his friendship and good standing
anong the diplomatic corp and the foreign conmunity includi ng Asean
foreign mnisters, Organistion of Islamc Countries, Goup of Fifteen (G
15) and in other parts of the world will be useful and hel pful for the

t asks ahead.

Now t hat the rmuch rumoured and debat ed appoi nt mrent has been naede, it is
time for all to close ranks and work for the betternment of the party and
country. The party, Government and the econony have all experienced
difficult tinmes in recent nonths.

Much damage had been done to our political imge and while the econony
is onthe nend it requires close nonitoring, greater attention, know edge
and expertise of the ever changing world econom ¢ and fi nanci al

envi ronnent.

Thus, the return of Daimthe "stingy Finance Mnister" to the Mnistry
at this crucial period of the country's economc situation is viewed as a
positive nove.

Undoubt edl y as Special Functions Mnister and Executive Director of the
Nati onal Econom c Action Council (Neac) Dai mhad nore than enough on his
pl ate. But he neverthless will have to marshall all his skills and
energies to help steer the econonmy out of its worst recession. H's

busi ness acunen has and will continue to be relied upon to pull the
econony out of its present difficulties.

Wil e the econony is being attended to by Daimin his capacity as

Fi nance M ni ster and M nister of Special Functions and Hone Affairs is



| ooked after by Abdullah, as Home Mnister, the Prine Mnister can spend
more tinme explaining the situation, both political and econonic, around
the country.
There is nuch that those in the far flung parts of the country need to
be told. The rumour m |l has been working overtinme and m sinformati on has
been spreading faster than wild fire. Even so, the job of explaining the
situation should not be left to the Prime Mnister al one.
Dr Mahat hir has nade his rounds and will do so again, as he said over
the weekend. But it is also the duty of all Cabinet menbers, old and new,
as well as party leaders to close ranks and do their job. It does not
matter whether they are given publicity in the print and el ectroni c nmedi a.
What is inportant is that the job gets done and is done to the best of
ones ability.
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