30/ 11/ 1999
Ti me we showed our true gratitude

W Thila
DURI NG t he 1970s the major task of the Governnment was to unite the
mul tiracial conmunity.

Assim |l ation was never w despread during that period. Though Ml aysi a
consi sted of diverse races and cultures, everyone gave preference and
importance to their very own race, claimng theirs to be the best.

But now, we can see real Malaysians with m xed marri ages. Bei ng one
myself (a Chinese-Indian), | amproud to say that | ama Ml aysi an
Chi nese- I ndi an.

| have an el der brother who got married to a Malay and his proud
children are the real Ml aysi ans (Ml ay- Chi nese-|ndian) - a conbi nati on of
all the three largest ethnic groups in Ml aysia!

This is a very rare scenario in any other country and a plus point for
Mal aysi ans. This was made possi ble due to the continuous contribution and
sacrifices made by our | eaders.

These were the great Tunku Abdul Rahman (1957-1969), the nagnificent Tun
Abdul Razak (1970-1976), the remarkabl e Tun Hussein Onn (1976-1981) and
our evergreen, energetic and ingeni ous Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
(since 1981).

In what situation would we be in if not for these charismatic figures?
think it is tinme we showed sonme gratitude for all the hard work and | uxury
we enjoy now through their efforts to unite Ml aysians in a peaceful
envi ronnent.

We can do this by staying united and supporting the Government. Never
throw rubbish in the well you take water from

Many people are pointing their fingers at the Governnment and the Prinme
M ni ster for alleged wongdoi ngs. What they don't realise is that they are
actual ly enmbarking on a false friendship and this kind of relationshipis
like a parasitic plant - it kills the tree it enbraces.

Once this happens, it is going to lead to disunity. The peaceful life
and freedomthat we have been enjoying for the past 42 years will be
rui ned altogether. That is why the Government is asking us to | ook before
we | eap.

A word that cones fromthe heart is certain to reach other hearts. Dr
Mahat hir, yours has certainly reached m ne

The tinme has cone for us Mal aysians to sit back, think and realise that
peopl e | ook for the way to heaven sinply because they have | ost their way
on earth.

I amvery thankful and grateful to the | eaders and the Governnent. | am
proud to be a Ml aysi an!

As for Dr Mahathir, | take my hat off to himfor the high calibre and
dedi cat ed | eadershi p he has shown to this nation. Let's be a nation with
nobl e val ues.
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