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Shahnon
SHAHNON' S RESI GNATI ON TAKES EFFECT | N JULY

PULAU PI NANG, June 21 (Bernama) -- National Laureate Datuk Prof Shahnon
Ahrmad who created controversy over his | atest book which contai ned much
vulgarity and profanity, said today his resignation as |lecturer at the
Uni versiti Sains Ml aysia (USM takes effect in July.

He said he was now on | eave prior to his resignation

He said he had actually intended to stop lecturing since |ast year.

"I have long intended to retire fromteaching as | amtired. | started
teaching at the USM since 1973 and had retired 11 years ago," he said.

Yest erday, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak sai d Shahnon,
who was wi dely and severely criticised for his book entitled "Shit", had
tendered his letter of resignation as a |l ecturer on contract at the USM
| ast month and the Education Mnistry had accepted his resignation.

Shahnon's | ast post at the USM was as Professor Emeritus and Director
of the Islamc Centre before continuing his service on contract as an Arts
| ecturer in the Departnment of Humanities at the university.

Shahnon agai n defended his controversial book, saying it was a
political satire and that he had only "good intentions" and was nerely
making a political criticismas he did not agree with the | eadership of
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad.

In his opening address at the Umo General Assenbly on Friday, Dr
Mahat hir who is al so Umo president expressed regret and hurt over
Shahnon' s book whi ch cursed hi mand cast aspersion on his nother.

Several del egates who took part in the debates at the three-day
assenbly criticised Shahnon and asked himto apol ogi se to Dr Mahat hir and
his mother for using vulgar words and profanities on the national |eader in
t he book "Shit".

Shahnon sai d, however, personally he |l oved and respected Dr Mhathir
and never intended to curse anybody in the book.

"Personally, | love Dr Mahathir and the country and that's why | cane
up with the criticismin a rough manner because if (1) rely on Umo
menbers, nobody dares to censure him" he said.

In this context, he said, there was no reason for himto seek
forgi veness fromDr Mahat hir because he had not done any wong on the Prine
M ni ster and hi s not her.
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