11 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - Anwar
TO KI LL FOR PQOLI TI CAL REASONS NOT MALAYSI A' S CULTURE- DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 11 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today it is not Malaysia' s culture to kill people
because of their political Ieanings.

"This is not part of our country's culture. No one has been nurdered
because of his political stand,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comment on clains by Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal President Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Ismail that there had been
attenpts to poi son her husband Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

The High Court here yesterday adjourned the sodony trial of the forner
Deputy Prine Mnister to enable himto go for a medical check up after his
def ence counsel, Karpal Singh, clained that Anwar had arseni ¢ poi soni ng.

Dr Mahathir said this was the first time that soneone had accused the
governnent of trying to nurder another person.

" W are surprised that it took so long for themto subnit the report
(Anwar's urine test report from Mel bourne) to the court,” the Prine
M nister told a news conference at the end of his two-day visit to the
Federal Territory today.

According to Azizah, Anwar's urine sanples were sent to the Gibbles
Pat hol ogy Laboratory in Ml bourne on Aug 18 and the resutls were received
on Aug 26.

Dr Mahathir earlier addressed the Federal Territory Barisan Nasiona
| uncheon attended by nore than 2,000 people at the Menara PGRM i n Cheras
near here.

Dr Mahathir said usually if a person were to suffer from poisoning he
woul d waste no tine in going to the hospital for treatnent.

"But it appears that they were willing to wait for 14 days before
telling about it and confirnming that he has poison.”

"If I suffer from poisoning today, today itself | will go to hospital
Il will not wait....l will ask the hospital to clean ny stonach, renove the
poi son and give ne anti-toxin and so on," he said.

Asked about any weakness in the prison system the Prime Mnister
said,"Probably it is soneone's else's urine....probably he has been eating
in the courthouse... in the prison all kinds of people give food as we give
hi mextraordi nary treatnment and exenptions.”

Dr Mahathir said no one who has been on trial had been permtted to eat
in the courthouse but Anwar was all owed that and he was also allowed to
speak to reporters.

Asked why Anwar was gi ven such special treatnent when other prisoners
were not treated as such, the Prime Mnister said,"That | do not
know. .. probably they were afraid that the world will say we are not
just...we will be pressured...you nust know there are foreign reporters...
and they always ask help fromforeigners."

He said these people liked to discredit this country which was al so
their own country.

Dr Mahathir also had a neeting with the Federal Territory Umo Liaison
Commi tt ee nenbers.

"I explained to themthe issues facing the party and al so the econonic
and political matters."

He said the Federal Territory Umo was ready for the general election
and had activated its el ection nmachinery.

Addressing the BN | uncheon, Dr Mahathir urged | eaders of all FT BN



conmponent parties to strengthen cooperation and make use of Umo facilities
if necessary to ensure a big victory for the BN

He said all BN | eaders should draw up strategi es and set up canpai gn
operations roons and not wait until the candi dates' nanes were announced.

"\Whoever is the candidate, he is still fromthe BN and hence we have to
give themvictory," he said

Dr Mahathir, who is also the BN Chairman, was confident that BN
component parties woul d support whi chever candi date was selected for their
ar ea.

"When we sel ect the candi date, we no | onger see the face. W only see
the scale -- which is the face of all BN candi dates," he said.

The Prime Mnister said through the efforts of the BN Governnment, KL
was now devel opi ng by | eaps and bounds and foreign tourists had descri bed
it as one of the nost beautiful cities in the world.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed confidence that Ml aysi ans woul d not support
opposition pacts forned just for the purpose of the general election and to
toppl e the BN which was set up to uplift the econom c and social status of
the various races in the country.

It appeared that each opposition party had its own objective and they
wer e opposed to each but were putting up a bold front just to bring down
t he BN Gover nnent, he sai d.

"PAS wants to set up an Islamic state in Malaysia, Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal wants to free Anwar while the DAP i s chanpioning the Ml aysi an
Mal aysi a concept,” Dr Mahathir said.

"These are the parties which want to copy the BN but we know t he copy
is of poor quality," he said.

He said the BN which would mark its 25th anniversary soon, was set up
for the common good of the people of this country and not a hastily forned
setup to win a general election

Dr Mahathir said since the setting up of the BN, it had been able to
gradual ly bring the people of various races and religions closer together
and they were now happy to live and work together.

The oppositon party unlike the BN was trying to divide and cause enmty
anong the people of various religions in this country through its speeches
such as by claimng that there were nore churches than nosques in Ml aka.

At the function, Bandar Tun Razak Umo Division head Tamunif Mkhtar
| ed a pl edge of support for the BN | eadership

Among the dignitaries present at the function was the Prime Mnister's
wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali.
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