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TOK MAT SYNONYMOUS W TH | NFORMATI ON M NI STRY

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

KUALA LUMPUR, May 20 (Bernamm) -- After serving four terns or about 16
years as Information Mnister, Datuk Seri Mhaned Rahnmat's name has becomne
synonynous with the ministry.

Information is also the only portfolio he has held as a Mnister
al t hough he had been a Deputy Mnister and Parlianentary Secretary in other
mnistries.

Al t hough he has been given various ni cknanes, the 61-year-old | eader is
nore affectionately known as "Tok Mat" anong ministry staff and
journalists.

He is also referred to as "Mat Besar", a nicknane given by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, "Mat Bulat", "Mat Setia" and " Mat
Sermar ak" .

Sonme of the nicknanmes were |inked to programes he introduced as
governnent campaigns to unite the people, efforts which are consistent with
the mnistry's acronym"Kenpen" (Ml ay word for canpaign).

Among t he progranmes that have had an inpact on the people are the
Semar ak (Leaders Meet The People), Setia (Loyalty), Mesra (Friendly), Raise
the Mal aysi an Fl ag and Love the Country canpai gns.

He is also one minister known for his singing talent as he has sung
many times at public functions.

Journalists also find Mohaned am able, a quality not surprising given
that he grewup in a big-famly environment.

Born on Jan 4, 1938 in Johor Baharu, Mhanmed is the seventh anong 17
si bl i ngs.

In an interview with a newspaper in 1971, Mhanmed said he came froma
famly of 21 brothers and sisters but four had died.

Before his active involvenent in politics, Mhamed was a teacher at
King Edward VI1 School in Taiping in 1963 and a scriptwiter with Filem
Negara from 1964 to 1965

The year 1965 marked the start of his political career when he was
appointed political secretary to then Transport Mnister the |ate Tun
Sardon Jubir.

Mohamed had joi ned the Tanpoi Umo Branch in the Pulai Division two
years before that.

Since wi nning the Johor Baharu Barat parlianentary seat in the 1969
general election, he had been appointed to several positions in the
governnent beginning with Health Mnistry Parlianmentary Secretary on Nov 1,
1970, a post he held for only two weeks.

Fromthere he noved on to Education Mnistry Parlianmentary Secretary
until he was pronbted to Deputy Finance Mnister on Aug 13, 1973.

After that he was nade Deputy M nister of Coordination of Public
Cor porations on Sept 5, 1974 and was Deputy M nister of Trade and I ndustry
fromMarch 5, 1975 until Dec 31, 1977.

On Jan 1, 1978, Mhanmed was pronoted to Informati on M nister. However,
he served in the mnistry for only one termas he was dropped fromthe
Cabi net on April 28, 1982 despite retaining the Pulai parlianentary seat in
the 1982 general election

Mohanmed has contested and won the Pul ai seat since the 1974 el ection

However, Mbhamed was appoi nted M nister without Portfolio on Aug 27,
1982 and made Anbassador to | ndonesi a.

However, he relinquished his post as Ambassador on Nov 30, 1984 and



resigned as Mnister without Portfolio on Nov 7 the follow ng year.

On May 20, 1987, he returned to the Information Mnistry and since then
his political career had been shining again, as described by a Utusan
Mel ayu journalist in an exclusive interview, "Mhanmed gets second political
life".

Moharmed, who has been through ups and downs in his career, was given
the trust to hold several key party posts because of his patience and
comm t ment towards the party struggle.

They i ncluded Umo Youth Exco nenber (1972-1974), Pulai Umo Division
head (since 1973), Umo Youth vice-chief (1974-1976), Umo Suprene Council
menber (1975, 1978).

He was Umo secretary-general fromApril 13, 1988 until Nov 28, 1996
and has been Barisan Nasional secretary-general since March 22, 1994.

- - BERNAMA

AFY NMO YBY



	TOK MAT SYNONYMOUS WITH INFORMATION MINISTRY (Bernama 20/05/1999)

