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By: Ami n Husai ni Harun

NEW YORK, Sept 27 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia can expect to see nore Anerican
visitors with the personal interest shown by the Prinme M nister hinself,
said a |l eading tour operator here.

Saying that the interest shown by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was
"rare" anong heads of governnent, president of the United States Tour
Operators Associ ation Robert E Wiitley said the Prinme M nister had
i ndi cated the need for matchi ng funds between Mal aysia and the United
States in pronoting Malaysia in the US

Dr Mahat hir had an hour-long neeting with several |eaders of the US
tourismindustry here Monday, on the second day of his four-day visit to
the US.

Speaki ng to Mal aysi an nedia after the neeting, Witley said the 80, 000
American tourists who visited Mal aysia yearly could easily be doubled if
nore pronotions were carried out jointly by the industry of the two
countri es.

He said there were two inportant factors that attracted Americans to
visit Malaysia -- her friendly people and her natural resources.

Wiitley said Malaysia's tourisminfrastructure was anong the best in
the world and its hotel rates conpetitive.

He said the drawback which the association noted was the perception
anong Anericans of the distance between the two countries. Wth aggressive
pronotion, this perception could be overcone.

He hoped the nedia could assist the industry by pronoting Ml aysia's
maj or events and destinations as an ongoing effort to expand the tourism
i ndustry.

Nort hwest Airlines Senior Vice president Douglas C Birdsall said his
conmpany had recently signed a major agreenment with Malaysia Airlines in
pronoting the tourismindustry in Ml aysi a.

He said the industry in Ml aysia was consuner friendly to Arericans and
by working together, nore tourists fromthe US woul d be making their way to
Mal aysia in future.

- - BERNAMA

AHH AO



	TOURISM INDUSTRY NEEDS FUND TO ATTRACT AMERICANS (Bernama 27/09/1999)

