23/ 03/ 1999

“Tourismnot hit by JE outbreak'

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today the Japanese encephalitis outbreak has not affected the tourism
i ndustry.

"This is because the virus is only confined to specific areas. It is not
affecting the whole country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent's priority was to eradicate the disease

"W want to elimnate it ... this is the nost inportant thing," he said.
Earlier, Dr Mahathir had chaired a four-hour neeting of the Nationa
I nformati on Technol ogy Council in Cyberjaya.

Asked on the difficulties encountered by sone pig farners in obtaining
bank | oans to buy feed for their animals, Dr Mahathir said: "That is a
problemthat we will have to tackle. The fact is that the financiers think
that it is no longer a viable industry. People are worried to eat pork
now. '

Dr Mahathir said there was no discrinination against pig farners.

"You can lend if you think you can get back your noney. If the banks
feel they cannot get back their nmoney, they will not lend. It is just like
any ot her business."

( END)
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