15/ 09/ 1999

"Treat AIDS victinse with dignity'

THE | aw nust treat AIDS victins with dignity and respect to enable it to
play an effective role in controlling the di sease

Mal aysi an Al DS Council president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said the
|l aw was a relevant factor in HV prevention, yet it still had nuch to do
to "enmpower” groups at risk

"Countries with the nost marginalised communities, including wonen, are
al so the countries which have the hi ghest nunber of victins," she said
when presenting a paper on Al DS and The Law, Does Protection Exist for the
Al DS Victin®?

Marina said the reason for this co-relation was |argely due to the
stigma and discrimnation attached to the victinms, which nakes t hem
alienated fromany rights.

She sai d because of this, vul nerable groups such as gays and trans-
sexual s, have been ignored and access to treatnment |imted.

The lack of rights is also the cause for the | ack of access to
i nformation and services for H V prevention.

"The |ines between community and these groups are blurred."

Mari na sai d because of the stigma and discrimination, there were Al DS
victinms who have kept quiet over their condition.

"Even in Mal aysia, we have executives and religi ous peopl e who have
tested H V positive, but who hide the fact because of the fear that they
face action such as being removed fromtheir jobs."

She stressed that wonen al so need to be enpowered to avoid exploitation
that can perpetuate the Al DS probl em

"If you | ose a wormman, a whole fanily and society are pulled along with
it."

She said the hi ghest nunber of infected people cane from devel opi ng
countries (90 per cent) out of the 33.4 nillion worlw de known to be
i nf ect ed.

"By end 2000, it is estimated 60 to 70 mllion people will be infected.”

Sanpa's M nister of Health M sa Tel efoni Retzlaff said | aws nust be
sensitive to the plight of the HV positive people.

"The | aw must approach with | ove and conpassion or el se you will not
achi eve anyt hing. "
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