16 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - BN
TREAT COVPONENT CANDI DATES AS BN CANDI DATES, SAYS MAHATHI R

LABUAN, Sept 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d Bari san Nasional (BN) coalition nmenbers should treat el ection
candi dates fromany of the conponent parties as BN candi dates.

Such sel fl ess and cooperative attitude towards one another woul d ensure
a landslide victory for the BN in the com ng general election, said Dr
Mahat hir who i s BN chai rman and Umo president.

"What's inportant is upholding the spirit of nutual help and to regard
al | candi dates as BN candi dates and not as representing i ndividual
conponent party... and we nake sure the BN wins," he said.

The prinme mnister was speaking to reporters after neeting 200 | eaders
of BN conponent parties in the Labuan Federal Territory nanely Umo, MCA,
Gerakan, M C and Parti Maju Sabah (SAPP - Sabah Progressive Party).

Dr Mahathir said the opposition alliance | acked any agenda to devel op
the country and it nmerely cane into being to contest in the com ng genera
el ecti on.

The prinme minister said what the opposition parties were doing was to
incite the people to hate the BN and himand to vote for them

"There is nothing that they thensel ves (the opposition) can do to
benefit those who voted for them" he said.

Asked how rmuch Labuan residents had grasped the prinme mnister's
expl anation on the various political and economic issues, Dr Mahathir said
he was convinced that they knew the true situation and trusted the federa
governnent and the BN s ability in running the country.

"I"mconvinced that they strongly support the BN but | think | stil
need to explain to them" he said.

On the preparedness of the BN machi nery in Labuan for the coning
general election, Dr Mahathir said: "They' re ready... can contest anytinme."
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