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"No special treatnent for Western journalists

Carol yn Hong

PETALI NG JAYA, Wed. - Anericans, obsessed with the jailing of Canadi an
journalist Murray Hi ebert, are even inplying that Western journalists
shoul d not be jailed if they break the | aw, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
sai d today.

The Prime M nister said he was asked about Hiebert at every opportunity
during his recent visit to New York for the United Nations General
Assenbl y.

"They kept repeating this question over and over again. Wherever | went,
this was the question. But when | went to Europe, nobody asked ne that,"
he told reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport upon his return
from Zi nbabwe.

Dr Mahat hir had attended the Third Southern Africa International
Dial ogue in Victoria Falls after his visit to London and New York

He said an Anerican journalist had even asked himif he felt ashaned
over the jailing of a Wstern journalist.

"I had to reply that | nmake no distinction between a Wstern or Eastern
journalist," he said, adding that he also told themthat they had to get
their priorities right.

Dr Mahathir said there were thousands of people being massacred all over
the world and their fate deserved nore attention fromthe people who could
hel p, like the powerful countries, than the fate of one journalist who was
jailed for only six weeks.

H ebert, the Far Eastern Econom ¢ Revi ew bureau chief in Kuala Lunpur,
was jailed on Sept 11 for commtting contenpt of court over an article
whi ch he wote about a pending court case.

He is due to be rel eased on Monday.

The Prime M nister said the Anericans made such a fuss over Hiebert's
jailing "as if Western journalists should never be jail ed".

"Cbviously, the inplication is that Eastern journalists can be jail ed.
As far as | amconcerned, we don't discrimnate. Everybody is equal before
the [aw of our country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said while even the King was subject to the |aw, the
Americans seened to say that Western journalists could not be touched if
they had conmitted a crine.

"This, | cannot accept,"” he said.

He al so said Hiebert's case was a court nmatter and the CGovernnent had no
authority to direct the court not to jail a Wstern journalist.

He sai d he understood now why the issue of Anmerican soldiers "mssing in
action" in Vietnamwas such a big deal to Anericans while the Vietnanese
t hensel ves had | ost tens of thousands of their own people.

"It's a very big thing because it's Wstern people," he said.

He said sone Anerican journalists had even threatened that Anericans
woul d pull their investnents out of Ml aysi a.

Asked if Mal aysia was perturbed by this, he said it was only the opinion
of journalists and not the feeling of investors.

"I nvestors and businessnen in Anerica are very keen to be involved in
Mal aysi a's econony. | learnt frommy visit to Lucent Technol ogi es t hat
they were very positive about the Multinmedi a Super Corridor."

Lucent Technol ogies is a tel ecomuni cations research facility in New
Jersey.

Dr Mahathir said there appeared to be a di chotomy whereby investors



wanted to keep on investing in Malaysia while the journalists thought it
their duty to stop them

Asked about East Tinor, he said Mal aysia wanted the United Nations to

set up a peacekeeping force inmediately. He said Malaysia was willing to
send a large troop but at present, it had to bear the cost.
"The cost tous inringgit terms is very high ... since they have

deval ued our currency," he said, adding that the UN shoul d bear the cost
because it had put into action events which resulted in the bl oodbat h.

He said the UN had insisted on a referendumat a tinme when | ndonesia was
not in a position to canpaign

"W don't know what would be the result if a period of canpaigning was
al l oned for Indonesia to explain to the Tinorese. This is ny opinion, it's
not the opinion of |Indonesia.

"My viewis that in everything, we have to be just, we have to be fair
to the people and we have to be fair to the country."

(END)



	`No special treatment for Western journalists' (NST 07/10/1999)

