13 AUG 1999
Tr ees
TREE- PLANTI NG DRI VE SLACKENI NG TH S YEAR, SAYS TI NG

| POH, Aug 13 (Bernanmm) -- Enthusiasmfor a nation-w de tree-planting
drive seens to have sl ackened this year, setting back a plan to nake
Mal aysi a a nation of parks by 2005.

Housi ng and Local Government M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said there
was al nost an 80 per cent shortfall in the nunber of trees targeted for
pl anting so far this year

O the targeted 750,000 trees for planting this year, only 158, 560 or
21. 14 per cent had been pl ant ed.

"Only Sel angor and Terengganu have pl anted 50 per cent of their
targeted nunber of trees," he told reporters here today.

The other states attained a planting rate of 20 per cent and bel ow,
while two states did not report at all their tree-planting progress so far
this year.

States are required to report such progress every three nonths to the
Nati onal Landscape Departnment, the agency nonitoring and coordi nating the
canpai gn.

In the first year since the canpai gn was | aunched in March 1997 by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, a total of 672,672 trees
wer e pl ant ed.

He said | ast year's progress was nore encouraging with 1,117,652 trees
bei ng planted, a 149 per cent increase over the annual target of 750, 000
trees.

Ting said with the canmpaign losing steamthis year, it would set back
the objective of planting three mllion trees by 2000 and 20 nillion by
2020.

He attributed the | ack of zeal possibly to | oose supervision by Ioca
state governnents and | ocal authorities which were preoccupied with
accel erati ng econom c recovery neasures.

On the political front, Ting said an MCA study reveal ed that the
grassroot el ectorate were mainly unhappy over the general |ack of public
amenities.

Ting, who is also party secretary-general, said this was based on
feedback conpiled fromnonthly reports of all the 103 MCA el ected
representatives nati on-w de

"The party is using the feedback to get the authorities and the MCA
representatives in state executive councils or the Cabinet to react
promptly,"” he said.

In this way, the party would try to honour as nmany as possible the
el ection pledges nmade to the grassroot el ectorate.

Where the pl edges involved inplenmenting major and costly projects, the
party woul d be honest with the electorate that these projects had to
deferred because of the econom ¢ downturn.

Earlier, Ting, who is the Menber of Parlianent for Gopeng, presented
conplinentary copi es of Chinese-|language newspapers to the Phui Ying
national type Chinese primary school in Sinpang Pul ai near here.
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