13 DEC 1999
Mahat hi r - Tsu Koon
TSU KOON MEETS PM BUT KEEPS MJUM ON NEW EXCO LI NE- UP

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 13 (Bernamm) -- Pulau Pinang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr
Koh Tsu Koon met Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad here today
to resol ve probl ens over the formati on of the new state governnent.

Two weeks after the general election, Pulau Pinang remai ned the only
state yet to announce its state executive council |ine-up, arising from
di fferences between Gerakan, which | eads the state governnment, and MCA

But Dr Koh emerged fromthe one-hour neeting with the prinme mnister
wi t hout saying if the i ssue had been resol ved.

"1 will nmake the announcenent at the right tine," he told Bernama
before getting into his car after the neeting.

Dr Mahathir had told reporters yesterday that the "crisis" would be
resol ved soon.

" Be patient, we will solve the issue soon," Dr Mahathir had said.

Reporters approached himyesterday on the formation of the state
governnent followi ng reports of a possible pull-out fromthe state
adm ni stration by the MCA which had requested for a deputy chief mnister's
post and an executive council seat instead of just two council seats as in
t he past.

After today's neeting with the prinme mnister, Dr Koh said he would
have to refer to nany people, including the Gerakan | eadership, before a
deci sion on the matter coul d be made.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liok Sik told reporters in Pulau
Pi nang yesterday that the party's relationship with Gerakan was strained.

Dr Ling had nmet state MCA | eaders who expressed " di sappoi ntnent and
unhappi ness over events since the general election”

When asked about the outconme of his neeting with Dr Mahathir today, Dr
Koh only said: "No conment, no conment."”

Meanwhi |l e i n KUALA LUVMPUR today, Ling said the MCA would offer a
solution to the Pulau Pinang state | eadership issue in a few days but
declined to el aborate.

"W' ve reached a consensus in offering the solution and will present it
to the BNin a day or two,"” Ling told a press conference after chairing an
MCA presidential council meeting at party headquarters at noon.

Despite reporters persistently trying get himto divul ge nore on the
party's solution to the issue, Ling renmained evasive and only announced the
appoi nnent of four new council nenbers.

They are the MCA | egal bureau chief Leong Tang Chong, MCA Youth
secretary Yew Teong Look, Menber of Parlianment for Petaling Jaya Utara Chew
Mei Fun and the MP for Padang Serai Christine LimBee Kau.

In PULAU PI NANG, state Unmo |liaison commttee secretary Datuk Azhar
| brahi msaid that the Pul au Pinang Umo was | eaving it to the BN top
| eadership to deal with problem

He said Umo hoped that the matter woul d be overcone anicably so as not
to adversely affect the unity of the party in the state.

Azhar, who was a state executive councillor, said that nornally the
state executive councillors would be sworn in before the swearing-in of al
t he state assenbl ynen.

The swearing-in of the state assenblynen is scheduled to be held on
Saturday and the state |l egislative council is scheduled to sit on Mnday.
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