02 DEC 1999
Ger akan- Resi gnat i on
TWO GERAKAN ASSEMBLYMEN RESI GN FROM PARTY

PULAU PI NANG, Dec 2 (Bernamm) -- Two Cerakan state assenbl ynen, Lim Boo
Chang and Li m Chien Aun, today resigned fromthe party saying they were
dissatisfied with its | eadership.

Boo Chang and Chi en Aun, who successfully defended the Datuk Keramat
and Bayan Lepas seats in Pulau Pinang in the just concl uded general
el ection, said they would carry on serving their constituents as
I ndependent s.

In a statenent issued here, they said they subnitted their resignation
letters to party president Datuk Seri Li mKeng Yai k today.

They said they were dissatisfied with the Gerakan | eadership and
questioned the capablity of the party's |eadership in Pulau Pinang to bring
devel oprent to the state and contribute to the country's politica
devel opnent s.

"We are not convinced that there woul d be devel opnent or changes in the
future and we therefore subnmitted our resignation letter," they said.

Boo Chang, a | awer and Chen Aun, the son of forner Pulau Pinang Chief
M ni ster Tun Li mChong Eu, were alligned to Gerakan vice-president Dr Goh
Cheng Tei k when Dr Goh challenged Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon for the state
Gerakan | eadership in Muy.

Dr Goh was not re-nominated as the Bari san Nasi onal candidate for the
Ni bong Tebal parliamentary seat in the just concluded general election.

"As the public knows full well, the recent election result have not
satisfied the many criticismlevelled againt the governent in Penang which
had principally been | ed by the present |eaders of the party.

"This is because many ot her nore inportant national issues prevailed in
t he decision of the voter to vote for the Barisan Nasional (BN).

"Qur decision to resign fromthe party will show to the public our
support of their criticinms and our intention to ensure that there will be
devel opnent in Penang," said Boo Chang and Chi en Aun.

They said they were returned as assenbl ynen due to the endorsenent by
the el ectorate of the BN under the | eadership of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohaned.

"Qur decision to resign fromthe party will not alter our support and
respect for the BN and the | eadership of the prinme mnister,"” they said.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Koh's press secretary Zasman Asna said the state Gerakan
chi ef would only conment about the resignations tonorrow.

Dr Koh, who is also a vice-president of Gerakan, has been the chi ef
m ni ster of Pul au Pinang since 1990.

About 200 Gerakan nenbers held a neeting at a hotel here tonight to
express support for Boo Chang and Chi en Aun.

Anong t hose present were fornmer state Gerakan chief Datuk Tan G m Hwa
and two party foundi ng nenbers Datuk Li mEe Heong (who is Boo Chang's
father) and Datuk Con Chin Seang.

Tan told reporters later that they all planned to | eave the party as
wel I .

He said the BN | eadership should take note of the alleged unpopularity
of the the state BN and Gerakan | eadershi p.

"What | nmean is the state governent not the assenbl ynen. The state
government has to change and we hope the nessage goes to the national BN
| eader shi p," he said.

Tan said they woul d remain | oyal supporters of the BN but had no pl ans



of joining the MCA

Tan cl ai ned that another 2,000 Gerakan nenbers in Pulau Pinang woul d
quit the part in support of Boo Chang and Chi en Aun esok.

Meanwhi | e Tan's son, Tan Tee Beng, who was defeated in the Batu
Lanchang state constituency by a DAP candi date, said he too planned to
| eave Gerakan.

He said he would resign fromall party posts and al so as a nmenber of
the Pul au Pi nang Muni ci pal Council. He clained that he wanted to | eave the
party even before the general election but did not do so to avoid a
political crisis then.

Asked on his future plans, he said he needed tinme to think about them
but was certain that he would not join the DAP
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