20 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r - Umo ( Sabah)
TWO PBS STATE ASSEMBLYMEN JO N UWNO

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Two Sabah State Assenbl ynen fromthe
Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS), Haji Abdul Ml ek Chua (Kuarut) and U in Pam ang
(Pensi angan), today joi ned Umo.

Bot h nen handed over their nmenbership forns to Umo president Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here where the
53rd Umo general assenbly was hel d.

Wth this, Sabah Umo now has 26 seats in the State Assenbly and at the
sanme tinme taking the nunber of seats held by the Barisan Nasional (BN) to
33 in the 48-seat State Assenbly.

In wel conming them Dr Mahathir said the BN is ready to accept PBS
nmenbers who wi shed to join any of the BN conponent parties in Sabah.

Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Osu Haji Sukam who is al so Sabah Umo
chairman, said the party would accept intoits fold those who believed in
the struggl es of Umo and BN

Abdul Mal ek, the PBS deputy president, said he joined Umo in order to
end the political turnoil in Sabah

"There is too much turnmoil, as such it is difficult for the governnent
to to focus on devel opnent in Sabah," he said.

He expected nore State Assenbl ynen fromthe PBS and nenbers as well to
j oi n Umo.

Uin said he voluntarily joined Umo wi thout being proni sed anyt hi ng.

He said he made the decision on the realisation that Pensiangan is a
backward constituency and that only the BN is capable of bringing progress
to the people in the constituency.

I n KOTA KINABALU, PBS information chief Henrynus Am n described the
move by the two State Assenbl ymen as a "betrayal of the people's nandate”.

He said both nen had failed to keep their pronise to the people that
they would remain loyal to the party before they were picked as candi dates
in the recent state el ection.

In the state election, Ml ek won the Kuanut seat by defeating Datuk
Joseph Sitin Saang of the BN by a 509-vote majority while Uin beat the BN
candi date Ellron Angin by 1,279 votes in Pensiangan.
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