27 MAR 1999
LEAD Har akah- Report
TWO POLI CE REPORTS LODGED AGAI NST HARAKAH

KUALA LUMPUR, March 27 (Bernama) -- Two police reports were today
| odged agai nst the "Harakah" newspaper for publishing statements one of
whi ch smacked of slander against Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and the ot her appeared to be in contenpt of court.

The reports were | odged by Federal Territory Umo Youth Chief Abdu
Azi m Mohamad Zabi di at the Dang Wangi Police Station and by the Sel angour
Umo Yout h Chi ef Jaya Kusuma Rusman at the Petaling Jaya Police Station.

The two reports were based on the cases identified by the conmttee set
up by the Umo Suprenme Council to handl e slander and threats agai nst Umo
and gover nnent | eaders.

Abdul Azim | odged the report based on a quote published by the
newspaper in its issue of Feb 5, 1999.

"The false clains can be interpreted as inciting the people to hate the
Prime Mnister, the country's | eadership and the Governnent of Mal aysia,"
he said in the police report.

Speaking to reporters later, Abdul Azimsaid the report represented a
prelimnary action in facing the problens being created by irresponsible
peopl e.

He said the novenent woul d take several other actions through existing
channels to stop all forns of allegations, slander and fal se news.

Jaya Kusuma | odged the police report based on two reports in the March
22 issue of Harakah pertaining to the trial of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m

"I feel that the statenent can be taken to nmean by the readers that the
court's verdict had already been deci ded even though the trial is still in
progress," he said in the police report.

The statement as published could also be interpreted as trying to
create the inpression of governnent interference in court decisions and to
incite the people to have doubts about the independence of the judiciary in
this country.

Speaking to reporters Jaya expressed confidence that police would carry
out investigations with full responsibility and he would await its outcone.
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