22 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Gover nnent
TWO- THIRD MAJORI TY W LL ENSURE A STRONG GOVERNMENT, SAYS MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that the Barisan Nasional (BN) needs a two-third
majority so that the country will have a strong and solid government.

He said that a governnent without a big majority would collapse in the
event that menbers join the opposition parties.

"W want a two-third mgjority not to amend the constitution, but
without a two-third mgjority, with only 51 per cent, when two or three
cross over to the opposition parties, the governnent will coll apse,"” he
told nmenbers of the Mal aysi an Ex- Servicenen's Association, at his office,
her e.

He said that a governnent with a slimnmgajority would not be solid and
strong resulting in failure in maki ng i nportant decisions |ike tax
enforcenent, opposed by sone quarters.

Citing the New Econom c Policy (NEP) ained at assisting the
Bum puteras, he said that it could not be inplenented if the governnment was
not strong.

"But if we get only 51 per cent, our nenbers join the opposition
parties, the government will collapse. So we cannot afford to assist and
i mpl ement the New Economic Policy," he said.

The prime mnister said that a strong government with a big nmajority
now woul d not coll apse if nmenbers were to join the opposition parties.

The BN, conprising 14 conponent parties, would also remain solid in the
event that two or three parties were to join the opposition, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that a strong governnent was al so needed to defend the
nation which was still "young" even though the country had been i ndependent
for 42 years.

"W cannot be sure that once we achi eve i ndependence, we will remain
i ndependent forever. Once we achi eve i ndependence, we can only renain
i ndependent if we know how to defend our country,” he said.

He said that peace and unity were vital to prevent any attenpts to
dom nate the country.

Such attenpts could be seen in a nei ghbouring country where sone
provinces were fighting for i ndependence, he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that the governnment woul d al ways appreciate the
services and sacrifices of servicenen including those who had retired,
especi ally those who defended the country agai nst the communi st.

At the neeting, the 200 nmenbers representing the associ ation pl edged
support for Dr Mahathir's | eadership. The associ ati on has 200, 000 nenbers.
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