11 JUN 1999
FEATURE- U AM
U AM CAMPUS COMBI NES MODERN TECHNOLOGY W TH | SLAM AND NATURE

By: C k Rashi dah Abd Ghani

KUALA LUMPUR: For a new university, the creation of a canpus identity
is a challenging task, especially so in this age of techonol ogi cal
advancenent .

Uni versiti Islam Ant arabangsa Mal aysia (U AM is one such university
that is creating an identity and has been successful in its task as the
campus takes shape in Gonmbak, in the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur

At a glance, Islamc architectural features of West Asia predom nates.
Despite this, the university is unique because |ocal architectural design
has been included to stress devel opment in harnony with nature.

The infrastructure nowin progress will be conpletely digital in this
country and this gives Mal aysia an edge as it pushes ahead to becone a
centre of academ c excellence in this region.

The Ul AM canpus in Gonbak, which is spread over 280ha, originally
all ocated to Universiti Teknol ogi Ml aysi a, began accepting students since
Sept enber 1996, beginning with the Law Faculty.

The plan for the setting up of the U AM canpus was nooted in 1991 and
its constructiion began two years |ater.

The U AM S Executive Director (Devel opment) Assoc Prof |smawi Zen says
the building of the canpus is rooted in Islamand its first criterionis
envi ronment al nmanagenent and spaci ousness. The surrounding hills and two
rivers runni ng across the canpus are al so bl ended in.

Several retention ponds are built along the two rivers, Sungai Batang
Pusu and Sungai Anak Pusu, to retain water and all ow seepage caused by
overflow to prevent fl ooding.

Secondly, the buildings are built on hillslopes and ridges according to
t he topography of the canmpus w thout transform ng the i nage of the
surroundi ngs, he said.

Thirdly, in step with Islamc principles, when an area is devel oped it
has to take into account of its neighbours. Usually, intensive devel opnent
will affect the neighbourhood |ike air pollution, [and erosion and fl oods.
In this aspect, there nust be sufficient retention ponds to prevent
f 1 oodi ng.

BUI LDI NGS DI STRI BUTI ON

"Fromthe aspect of building distribution, the living quarters are
built on high ground, lecture halls in |ower ground and the nosque, in the
centre of all these," he says.

This arrangenent of the buildings is to ensure self-respect as taught
by Islam

For instance, the hostels are built on high ground for security and
saf eguarding the dignity of hostelites and with this in nmind, the hostel
for the fenal e students are built on ground higher than that of nmale
st udent s.

The university's nosque, located in the centre of the canpus, is
simlar to the Kaabah which can be reached fromany side of the nobsque.

The U AM npbsque can accommbdate a congregati on of 9,000 at any one tine
whil e the four squares around the npbsque can seat 5,000 people. They are to
be used for various Islanmic activities.

BLENDI NG OF LOCAL AND | SLAM C ARCHI TECTURE
| smawi , says the university also has been able to integrate Islamc



architectural characteristics with Malay cultural feature.

This is illustrated by the students quarters which are local in design
with a the pitch roof to ensure that rain water can run off fast, he says.
The infrastructure was built with a view to harnoni se the existing
trees and hills in the area to conserve the beauty of the natural

| andscape.

The nanes of the roads such as Jal an Syariah, Mliki, Hanbali, Shafie
and Hanafi are reflective of Islamc el enents.

I smawi says efforts were nmade to ensure that there was no wastage in
the use of construction materials. For exanple gl aze-based roofing did not
requi re mai ntenance conpared with cenent-based til es which needed
repai nti ng once every 10 years.

"Also, we did not get the help of middlenmen to buy building materials,”
he says.

Bui | di ng of separate sports conpl exes for men and wonen al so conplies
with Islamc rule.

The university will also provide residential quarters for the staff and
for marri ed students who undertake post graduate and Ph. D courses.

Anot her uni que feature of the university is the 1.4ha site to be used
as a Muslimcenetery and the Islamc International School at 10th mle
Gonbak.

It is hoped that the school will be able to attract foreign teaching
staff to provide Islanic education as an alternative to non-Islam c based
i nternational school s.

An open AMP Net connect cable systemcosting RVb nillion is being
installed at the campus. The systemw || be anong the biggest in Asia.

On conpletion, UAMw || beconme the first university that is able to
provide an integrated tel ecomruni cations infrastructure, including to
residential coll eges.

A fibre optic network will also be installed as the backbone of the
campus to cope with various applications in tel econunications, information
technol ogy, and voice-activated infrastructural network, such as video
conferencing, distance learning, tele-nmedicine and security systens. "W
want to take education out of the | ecture roomby providing technol ogi ca
i nfrastructure which enabl es tel ephone connection, video conferencing and
di stance | earni ng," he says.

The facility will be able to accommbdate a central i sed nmanagenent
systemto support the use of a smart card, l|ibrary management system and
the internet, anong ot hers.

This will make possible a 24 hour-campus nmaking | earning at the
uni versity accessible fromany part of the world at anytinme, day or night.

Wth 12,329 students from98 countries and | ecturers from 33 countries
all over the world, it is hoped that UAMw || becone the first university
in the country to realise Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad' s
vision of creating a regional centre for academ ¢ excel |l ence.

The new U AM canpus is expected to be fully operational by Cctober
despite reschedul i ng of construction work affected by the recent economc
downt ur n.

About RMF00 million had been spent but the whol e package, when
conpleted, is expected to top RML. 2 billion.
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