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F-1 circuit to boost econony

THE Sepang Formula-1 Grcuit (F-1) was formerly an oil pal mplantation,
where |life was qui et and the pace slow. This is true no | onger. Fromnow
on, the roar of engines, snell of petrol, squeal of brakes and the screans
of thousands of fans will rend the air. This will be the one place in the
country where nmen of exceptional courage and skill will gather to test
four-wheel ed nachines tothe limts which futuristic autonotive technol ogy
is capable of. M M ka Hakki nen, the world-class F-1 driver, yesterday
gave the thunmbs-up to the world' s latest F-1 race track. Men and women

I i ke Hakki nen will go at speeds in excess of 300kmin their nachines in
this RM86 mllion ultra-nmodern racing facility to win races and a pl ace
in sporting history.

However, if that is all the Sepang F-1 Circuit was built for, then the
anount of noney punped into this project would surely be unjustifiable.
Havi ng this circuit neans that Mal aysi a has now joined an elite club of
only 16 nations that have the capability to organi se and host an
international Fornula-1 race - dubbed the npbst prestigious sporting event
inthe world today after the Wrld Cup and the A ynpi cs. Launching the
circuit on Tuesday night, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
sai d that some Mal aysi ans may t hi nk the project as a waste of tine and

money. Well, nearly two decades ago, many t hought that the national car
project was not a very clever idea either; today, the Ml aysian car
i ndustry has bl ossonmed beyond all imagi nings and the cars are exported to

the four corners of the world.

According to Dr Mahathir, the circuit will pave the way for Malaysia to
be a regional centre for not just notorsports but al so notor vehicle
research and developnent. It will fling open doors to nmany opportunities
as wel | as econoni ¢ and busi ness possibilities. Tourismis one sector that
will be greatly conplenented by the circuit. The attention of some 2
billion people fromover 200 countries will be focused on the country when
Mal aysi a hosts the Formul a-1 races this Cctober. This gol den opportunity
ought to be nore than enough to start the ball rolling. For a good hour-
and-a half, all eyes will be on the racers. At the same tine, their
attention will also be on Malaysia. It is alnbst a certainty that at |east
some of the viewers will be interested enough to actually visit Ml aysi a

t hereby nmaking the circuit an anmazi ng advertising tool. Local hotel s and
other tourismrelated sectors will eventually end up being the
beneficiaries of all this "free advertising'.

There is a great deal nore that the track can offer. Not every single
Fornula-1 race will be held here. The circuit can therefore, also be
utilised by the country's autonotive industry to test their new engines
and nodels. G| and gas conpani es that produce nunerous engi ne and
synthetic oils can put these new products to extrene tests at the circuit.
Mal aysia's dreamof having its own Forrmul a-1 hero may not be an inpossible
dreamwith the existence of such a circuit in the country. The
availability of such a facility in the country will serve to boost

not orsports devel opnment and wil |l al so provide the right formul ae to groom
atop Formula-1 racer. Formula-1 racing will also be an opportunity for
Mal aysi a t o showcase the country's ability to organi se worl d-cl ass
sporting events.

There is no doubt that a great deal of public relations activities needs
to be undertaken by the circuit's manager, Sepang International Circuit



Sdn Bhd, to fully maxinise the potential of this newfacility. Relying
sol el y upon Fornul a-1 chanpi onships to fulfill the track's potential would
only limt the facility's potential. The Formul a-1 races should only be
one of the many chanpi onships to be held at the track. The company, inits
pursuit of profits, nmust al so be reasonabl e when deci di ng upon the fees to
be charged for using this international standard racing track facility.
Too high a fee may di scourage users fromutilising the facility. The
managenent nust al so ensure that the track and all other rel ated
facilities are in tip-top condition. Wth the owlevel of activities, the
threat of the track turning into a white el ephant is a very real one. It
woul d be extrenely disappointing i f the area once again becones a jungle
horme for insects and ani mal s.
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