14 MAR 1999
Hassan- Sabah
UWNO S SI NCERI TY ACCEPTED | N SABAH, SAYS SELANGOR MB

SHAH ALAM March 14 (Bernama) -- Selangor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu
Hassan Omar said Barisan Nasional's (BN) victory in the Sabah el ections
showed that the sincerity of Umo | eaders had now been accepted and
under stood by the people there.

He said he was proud of the victory as it showed that the BN was
capabl e of winning the election although some quarters had rai sed doubts on
the sincerity of the visits to Sabah by Umo | eaders from outsi de the
state.

"The presence of the nmenteris besar was to assist in the election and
to ensure Sabah's future under the BN, we are sincere," he said when net at
d enmarie Golf Cub, near here this norning.

BN succeeded in form ng the new Sabah governnent |ast night after
wi nning 31 of the 48 state assenbly seats contested in the ninth state
elections with all 24 Umo candidates winning in their respective
constituencies.

Abu Hassan al so congratul ated Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad in his capacity as BN chairnan followi ng the victory as well as
ot her BN | eaders who had sl ogged to canpaign in Sabah such as Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and chairman of Sabah Umo
Li ai son Body Datuk Osu Sukam

Meanwhi l e in MELAKA, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar |snin said the
victory had proven that the people in Sabah accepted the BN | eadership | ed
by Dr Mahathir.

He sai d nost Sabahans had gone through a process of change |aying
enphasi s on national interest and putting aside parochialismwhich was
bei ng pronoted by the opposition in Sabah.

"The majority of the people in Sabah want BN to remain in power and to
continue with the devel opnent of the state while maintaining good rel ati ons
with the federal governnment,"” he told reporters at his residence at Seri
Bendahara, here today.
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