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Umo- Cel ebration (News Focus)
UWNO AS SOLI D AS EVER AFTER 53 YEARS

By: Abdul Rahman Ahnad

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bernama) -- Umo turned 53 today with vigour, its
strengt h undi m ni shed by chall enges fromw thin and outside the country
that were seeking to undernine the party.

What ever chal | enges Unmmo was subjected to failed to blowit off course,
as evident fromthe fact that nenbers who | eft the party subsequently
returned to its fold in the realisation that Umo is the only party which
can guarantee the Mal ays' future.

As is the tradition, this year's anniversary cel ebrati on began with a
flag-rai sing cerenony on the grounds of the Umo headquarters at the Putra
World Trade Centre here.

The red and white Umo flag with a keris in the mddle, a synbol of
Mal ay supremacy, was hoi sted by party president and Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad to the acconpani nent of official Ummo songs
"Bersatu, Bersetia, Berkhidmat" and "Ummo Teras Negara" which were sung by
a party choir.

Tonight, a tahlil cerenmony will be held.

Al state Umo |liaison committees and the party's divisions and
branches held their own activities to mark the occasion.

Al t hough there are bound to be negative interpretations of this year's
cel ebrations, the picture painted by detractors is far fromthe truth.

Umo Suprene Council menber Datuk Mohd Ali Rustamsaid May 11 is a very
significant and nmeani ngful day for party menbers because it reninds them
that Unmo has renmained strong and stable in the face of all sorts of
chal | enges.

The bi ggest chal |l enge faced was when Tengku Razal ei gh Hanezah and
several other |leaders left the party in 1987 to form Semangat 46 which
subsequent |y becane Umo's mai n chal | enger.

Compared to what Umo went through then, the problens faced by Umo
foll owi ng the expul sion of deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahiml ast
year were not that serious, he said.

Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah Isnmail has forned Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal , but according to observers the party could not be likened to
Semangat 46 in terms of influence and strength.

This was because in 1987 Tengku Razal ei gh brought al ong wi th hi m Umo
| eaders, while the renoval of Anwar fromthe governnent and party in
Septenber 1998 did not have such major inplications on the party.

"When Tengku Razal eigh left the party many foll owed himon the basis of
struggl e, but in the case of Datuk Seri Anwar, Umo nmenbers who fol |l owed
hi m conpri sed only a handful, and they left not on the basis of struggle,"
he sai d.

Real ising that Malay interests can only be protected by Umo, Tengku
Razal ei gh and thousands of his supporters returned to Umo in 1996 when the
party celebrated its 50th anniversary.

Mohd Ali said not many Umo | eaders and nenbers wanted to fol | ow Anwar
because they could tell which Umo | eaders were sincere and comritted in
struggling for the Ml ays.

"Mbst Umo nenbers support Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir because he is a
| eader with self-confidence and who has proven his capability in devel opi ng
the country and chanpi oni ng t he peopl e's cause," he said.

Mohd Ali, who is Deputy Health Mnister, is confident that the Ml ays
woul d continue to support Umo and the Barisan Nasional (BN) in the next



general el ection because they realise only Umo can ensure their future.

On ot her hand, the people can see that PAS, DAP and Keadil an make
strange bedfell ows when they decide to forman opposition front agai nst the
BN.

On its part, Keadilan has declared that it wants to make Anwar the
Prime Mnister, while PAS and DAP may have their own candi dates for the
post if they can conme to power.
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