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Abdul | ah-Pol | s
UVWNO BRANCH ELECTI ONS SUSPENDED UNTI L GENERAL ELECTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 5 (Bernama) -- Umo has suspended party el ections at
the branch-level until the next general election, vice-president Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today.

He said the Umo Suprene Council agreed that the branch el ections,
scheduled to be held this year, be postponed to enable the party to
concentrate on hel ping the governnent and prepare for the general election

The council made the decision at its nmeeting here today chaired by
Prinme M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad.

Abdul | ah, who is Deputy Prime Mnister, said Dr Mahathir woul d nmake
nati onwi de tour soon to neet party |eaders and t he people.

State Umo |iai son chairnmen had been instructed to prepare for the tour
whi ch would start in Sabah, he told a press conference.

Dr Mahat hir asked Abdullah to hold the press conference after |eaving
the council neeting mdway to bid farewell to his Canbodian Prine M nister
Hun Sen, who will be | eaving hone tonorrow after a three-day state visit.

Abdul I ah said Dr Mahat hir woul d determi ne the schedul e of his
nati onwi de tour upon his return fromattending the summt of the G oup of
15 devel opi ng countries in Janaica.

The tour, he said, was ai ned anong others at enabling the Prine
M ni ster to meet Umo divisional and branch | eaders and di scuss probl ens
related to either the government or party.

"This is a good decision taken by Dr Mahathir and fully supported by
t he Suprene Council," he said.

Abdul | ah declined to comment when asked if the tour indicated that the
general el ection would be held soon.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said today's nmeeting also agreed to fully
support the Sabah Barisan Nasional government in the state el ection which
is expected to be held anyti me now.

"Umo will go to Sabah to give support and assi stance to the Barisan
Nasi onal there, and we will seek the assistance of other BN conponent
parties," he said.

Abdul | ah said Umo was of the stand that the present Sabah gover nnent
was a BN governnent and it was the BN s responsibility to do everthing it
could in ensuring a BN victory.

"We are aware that the opposition parties in Sabah have made an issue
of the presence of national BN | eaders there with the aimof creating
hat red and suspi ci on anong the peopl e of Sabah

"Sabah Umo has agreed to informthe people of Sabah that our presence
is for their own benefit, to ensure that the BN government that has
contri buted to Sabah and the peopl e of Sabah...can continue," he said.

Abdul | ah said today's Suprene Council meeting also agreed with Dr
Mahat hir that toll hi ghways should only be built if the people were
prepared to pay the toll

Fol | ow ng opposition fromvarious quarters to the | atest increase in
toll rates on the North-South Expressway and ot her hi ghways, Dr Mahathir
had said no nore toll highways would be built even though they were safer
to use conpared to normal roads.
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