16 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r - St udent s
UWVNO CLUBS | N TERTI ARY | NSTI TUTI ONS NOT APPROPRI ATE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 16 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today it is not appropriate to set up Umo cl ubs at
| ocal institutions of higher |earning because the government wants the
students to concentrate on their studies.

He said that if Umo clubs |ike those overseas were allowed to be set
up at local tertiary institutions, he believed that other parties would
al so want to set up their own clubs and such a nmove would only distract the
students fromtheir studi es because they would be "fighting over politics
only".

"Qur Umo cl ubs overseas have no powers whatsoever. There are al so
clubs of other parties (overseas)," he told reporters after a pre-counci
briefing for Umo del egates on the eve of the 53rd Umo general assenbly
begi nning at the Putra Wrld trade centre, here, tonorrow.

He was asked on the possibility of allowing local tertiary students to
set up Umo clubs |ike those overseas.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment's intention in disallow ng students in
the country to be involved in politics did not nean that these students
were not capable politically.

"W want themto concentrate on their studies. It's not that we
consi der themincapabl e but they have a | ong future ahead of them" he
sai d.

Under the Universities and University Coll eges Act students are
forbidden to be involved in politics.

Dr Mahathir said that Umo, as the backbone of the government, would
continue to approach university students to explain their role as students.
"When they are successful, they can take up politics. Wiile in the

uni versity, the people are paying for themto study, not to indulge in
other activities to the extent of affecting their acadenic performance,” he
sai d.

The peopl e were prepared to pay because they felt responsible for the
next generation, he added. (H gher education in Ml aysia is highly
subsi di sed by the governnment and poor students are given schol arshi ps or
| oans).

Dr Mahat hir said although Umo received the support of the people, he
felt that the young generation was not so close with the party.

"W found sonme of the young not close with Umo because we have nade a
m st ake. Because we wanted themto concentrate on their studies, we did not
bot her themw th political issues. But the opposition parties used the
opportunity to neet the university students until they (students) hate
Umo. "

He said the students were incited and their thinking noulded to hate
Umo.

"They (opposition parties) incite (the students) not to be grateful to
those who help themand instead to hit out at them"

He al so said: "People who have |eft Umo are people who have never
real ly been hard Umo nenbers. They are people fromoutside with a hidden
agenda, to join Umo with the hope that they can take over Umo.

"Those peopl e who have | eft Umo, we are not |osing anything. They have
never been Umo nenbers anyway," he said.

Dr Mahathir also criticised those who cl ained that people who joi ned
Umo had becone rich.



"Lots of Umo people are very poor. Lots of nenbers in ny fanmly are
extrenely poor. So | don't like that connotation that 'you join Umo to
becone rich'. But sone people in Umo do becone rich. |I can nane you nany
peopl e who are not Umo nenbers who are extrenely rich including those who
oppose Umo."

"So joining Umo does not ensure that you will becone rich. You'l
becone rich only if you know how t o nake noney for yourself and not because
you are an Ummo nenber. | can show you thousands of people, not Umo
peopl e, who have gai ned fromthe devel opnent of this country,' he said.

Asked about his briefing for the del egates, Dr Mahathir said he
commented on Umo's history and its fight for independence.

He al so told themthat Umo nust al ways ensure that the people
understood its struggle.

"W nust ensure that the people are always close to us and vice versa,"
he added.

Asked whet her he di scussed preparations for the general election with
t he del egates, he said "no"
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