08 MAY 1999
Fauzi - Speech
UWNO DEPUTY M NI STER SAYS HE W LL RESPECT PARTY'S DECI SI ON

KUANTAN, May 8 (Bernama) -- An Umo deputy mnister, criticised for his
al l egedly pro Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mspeech at a divisional del egates
meeting in Kelantan | ast week, said today he had net and expl ai ned the
matter to Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Dat uk Fauzi Abdul Rahman, Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Department, said that as Kuantan Umo divisional chief, the post he has
hel d for the past 26 years, he had al ways supported Dr Mahat hir and had
never turned his back on the party especially in tine of crisis.

"I's my loyalty to the party under question? |, who have never |eft the
party for 26 years and |, who have never even once defied the party?" he
said when nmet by reporters after the opening of a new school building for
SJK (C) Kuang Hwa by Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, here.

Hi s speech at the Tunpat divisional delegates neeting was said to be
full of insinuations and inplying his support for Anwar that the division
passed a resolution rejecting the speech and not recording it in their
m nute of neeting.

The division also called on Kel antan Umo |iaison conmittee to
i nvestigate the contents of the speech which a commi ttee nenber descri bed
as "inappropriate".

Fauzi, who is Menber of Parlianment for Kuantan, is also alleged to have
made a similar speech when opening the del egates neeting of Pasir Puteh
Umo di vi si on.

Tapes of the recorded speech at the Tunpat Ummo divisional neeting are
reported to have been subnmitted to the Umo Suprene Council

Fauzi said he would respect Umo Suprene Council's decision and woul d
accept whatever disciplinary action neted out agai nst him

However, he said he was surprised to know now that some had felt
of fended by his speech since none of the del egates had wal ked out in
pr ot est .

He said he did not see anything bad with his speech even if he had
acknow edged as a friend of Anwar as the inportant thing was to remain
|l oyal to party | eadership.

"On behal f of friends of Anwar, | hope that if there are peopl e out
there doubting our loyalty (to the party), | suggest that they take a good
| ook at thenselves first," he said.
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