17 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Umo
UWNO EXPELS SI X FOR OPPCOSI NG PARTY | N SABAH POLLS

KUALA LUMPUR, March 17 (Bernama) -- The Umo Suprene Council tonight
expel l ed six menbers for opposing the party in the March 12-13 Sabah state
el ection, including five who stood agai nst its candi dates.

Five of them contested as opposition or independent candi dates and one
supported an opposition party, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said after chairing the Supreme Council's neeting here.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi identified those
expel | ed as Abdul Rahman Yaakob, Mazri @Murudi Nasir, Abdillah Abdu
Ham d, Cleftus Sipaun Mojingul, R di Ali Wangsa and Ansari Abdul | ah. Ansari
was t he one who supported an opposition party in the polls.

Abdul | ah, who is joint chairman of Umo's Managenment and Di sciplinary
Committee, said of the six only Ansari could appeal for reinstatenent.

When asked whether action would be taken agai nst Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim s fornmer political secretary Mohanmed Ezam Mohaned Noor, Dr Mahathir
said this was up to the Attorney-General

"I think it is up to the Attorney-CGeneral to deci de whet her he has
broken any |l aw, whether there is a need to take action," he said.

Mohanmed Ezamreturned home on Sunday after being away fromthe country
for about six nmonths, during which time he nade statenents attacking the
governnent and its | eaders

Dr Mahathir said the Supreme Council congratul ated Umo and the Sabah
Bari san Nasional for BN s victory in the Sabah polls.

BN won 31 of the 48 seats, with Umo sweeping all the 24 seats it
cont est ed.

He said the neeting al so congratul ated Datuk Gsu Sukam on his
appoi ntment as the new Sabah Chief M nister under the state's system of
rotating the chief mnister's post.

Dr Mahathir said the neeting al so anal ysed BN s victory in the
el ecti on.
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