21 MAR 1999
Sul ai man-commi ttee
UWNO FORMS COWM TTEE TO HANDLE SLANDERS AGAI NST NATI ONAL LEADERS

KUALA LUMPUR, March 21 (Bernama) -- UMNO has formed an action conmittee
to handl e sl anders nmade by irresponsi bl e groups agai nst national |eaders as
well as the call on Muslins to assassinate Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and al |l members of the Umo supreme council

Deputy Information M nister Datuk Sul ai man Mohanmed said the five-nmenber
commttee is chaired by Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent
Dat uk | brahimAli.

Sul ai man sai d that besides hinself and several other nenbers of the
Umo suprene council, menbers of the action comittee al so included the
Umo | egal panel.

Speaking to reporters after attending the press conference by the
Mal aysi an Felines Cub here, he said the conmittee did not intend to take
any drastic action, but it would identify ways of preventing the sl anders
made agai nst the national |eaders.

He said the authorities had already identified the source of the tape
recordi ngs which used verses fromthe Quran to inspire Miuslins to kil
ot her Musli ns.

"This issue is extrene...how can Dr Mahathir be consi dered an eneny of
| sl am who shoul d be elim nated?" he asked.

Sul ai man said in the tape recording, the speaker said the way to bring
Umo down was by criticising Dr Mahathir and all nenbers of the party's
supreme council and if necessary all of themshould be killed.

He said the acts of slander and criticisns of national |eaders were
started by the reformnovenent and subsequently exploited by the opposition
| eaders, particularly Pas.

Pas took the opportunity to exploit the issue by accusing Dr Mahathir
as an eneny of Islamin all their talks or ceramah, he said.

Sul ai man said at |east three information officers had now been depl oyed
to each district to informthe people through ceramah, dial ogues, civics
courses and four-eyed neetings to ensure that the people were not swayed by
the lies.

Meanwhi | e, in TELUK I NTAN, M nister of Domestic Trade and Consuner
Affairs Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob said acts of slander shoul d not
be used to divide the Muslins and Mal ays.

He said the acts by certain groups who were spreading |lies now were
deeply regretted and worrying as it had negative effects on the conmunity
itself.

In fact, he said, there was no linit to the lies which were included in
sernons during Friday prayers, religious talks in suraus and vari ous other
pl aces, he said when officiating the Bukit Chawi Umo branch neeting, in
Kanpung Gaj ah, near here.
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