11 JUN 1999
Khal i | - Umo
UWNO HQ ALL SET FOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SAYS KHALI L

KUANTAN, June 11 (Bernama) -- The Umo headquarters in Kuala Lunmpur is
all prepared to stage the party's general assenbly next week, new

secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today.
Al'l reports and rel ated docunents to be tabled at the assenbly are
ready, said Khalil, who is also Information M nister, when approached by

reporters here.

Umo, which celebrated its 53rd anniversary last May 11, will hold the
general assenbly fromJune 17 to 20 at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC)
in the federal capital

Del egat es woul d del i berate on the address by Prine Mnister and Umo
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad and notions on religion and
econony whi ch woul d al so enconpass i ssues on education, he said.

The party will also hold a special assenbly on the night of June 17 at
the PWIC square for party del egates, observers and representatives of
Bari san Nasi onal conmponent parties.

He said the special assenbly would formpart of Umo's psychol ogi ca
onsl aught to gear itself towards an inpendi ng general el ection.

"W are acting according to a strategy and nonmentum napped by the party
president. W're now activating the party machinery to get ready for the
general election," he said.

Khalil also said both the Umo headquarters and the | nformation
M nistry would have a unit to counter a smear campai gn agai nst the
governnent through the Internet.

The best way for the governnent to deal with the problemwas al so
through the Internet itself, he said.

At the sane tine the Umo panel chaired by Suprene Council Menber Dat uk
| brahimAl'i would continue taking | egal action agai nst those "daringly and
glaringly" defamng the party and its | eaders, he said.

"We're satisfied that after we resort to taking |legal action,
opposition parties are less inclined to indulge in character assassination
and spreading lies in their public speeches,” he said.

Khal il, who succeeded Dat uk Sabbaruddi n Chik |ast nmonth, nmade his debut
as party secretary-general at |ast Monday's Umo Supreme Council neeting in
t he federal capital
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