23/ 09/ 1999

“Umo is confident of people's support'

Ram an Sai d
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Ummo is confident an election dry run being conducted
now, will show the people are still behind the party, secretary-genera

Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob said today.

He said clains that support for the party was dw ndling and many had
left, were made by the Opposition to destabilise Umo and create doubt
anong nenbers.

Khalil said results of the dry run, were expected to be submtted to the
party's headquarters next week.

"The exercise is held to test both our election machinery's state of
readi ness and support fromthe electorate," he said after a nanagenent and
disciplinary commttee neeting chaired by vice-president and Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi at Menara Dato' Onn.

Khalil said if reports that scores of menbers had left Umo to join the
Qpposition were true, the party headquarters woul d have been notifi ed.

"But this is not so. In fact, our nmenbership has increased conpared to
the 2.7 mllion registered at the begi nning of the year.

"Besi des, we have al so received many applications to set up new
branches. "

Khalil said Umo and the Barisan Nasional Governnent still enjoyed
popul ar support as evident fromthe thousands of people who turned up at
the vari ous neet-the-people sessions with party president and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Asked to coment on the intention of the Alternative Front conprising
Qpposition parties to appoint Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimas Prime M nister
if they were to win in the general election, Khalil said they were free to
make such an arrangenent.

"But whether this will turn into areality, we let the people decide (in
the election)," he said.

(END)
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