01 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Mur ad
UWVNO MEMBERS NOT ORDERED TO DI SCLOSE ABOUT ANWAR, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister and Umo president
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said party nenbers are vol unt eering
information on alleged inproprieties by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mduring his
tenure as deputy prime minister and finance m nister not at the behest of
the party.

"W woul d have directed themlong ago if we want themto conme up with
information. But nmany see this (Datuk Abdul) Mirad (Khalid) as being a bold
person. They too becone bold," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was approached by reporters about Ummo | eaders and nenbers
expressing willingness to expose nore to what Murad had di scl osed | ast week
in his statutory declaration about Anwar's all eged sl ush fund.

Last Thursday, Miurad, a former Bank Negara assi stant governor nmade a
public allegation that nore than 20 "master accounts" worth RMB billion
were mai ntai ned by certain people for Anwar to draw upon for his own
political purposes.

The prinme minister earlier visited the M nos Berhad conpl ex at
Technol ogy Park Malaysia in Bukit Jalil here in conjunction with the third
anni versary M npos' corporatisation.

M npbs was previously the Malaysian Institute of Mcroelectronic
Syst ens.

Yesterday Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said a nunber of
Umo | eaders and nenbers would simlarly volunteer disclosures |ike Mirad's
in order to protect Umo's credibility and safeguard the Ml ays from
di sunity.

Citing the past contest for the Umo deputy presidency which saw Anwar
chal I engi ng i ncunbent Tun CGhafar Baba, the prine mnister said that at that
time Ghafar was quite popular in Sabah.

"Suddenly none of the Umnmo divisions in Sabah nom nated CGhafar. This
has al ways been a nystery to nme. Many attributed this to bribery but the
bri be- takers will not tell others about this."

Asked whet her other Menteris Besar are willing to come forward with
expose' about Anwar, the prime minister said: "May be, | don't know for
certain.”

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani OQthman reportedly said yesterday
that the state governnment was only waiting to expose what Anwar all egedly
did in the state which nany did not know about.
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