09 JAN 1999
Mahat hi r - Umo
UWNO SUPREME COUNCI L ELECTI ON TO BE HELD AFTER THE GENERAL ELECTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- The election for posts in the Umo
Supreme Council has been deferred until after the general election, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d today.

He said that the general election, last held in 1995, nust be held
wi thin 16 nont hs.

"It will be held after the general election. W have only 16 nonths
fromnow until the |last day of Parlianment to hold the (general) election,”
he told reporters after visiting the |Inmgration Departnment headquarters,
her e.

He was asked whether the election for posts in the Suprene Council, now
deferred, would be held after the general election, which nust be held by
April next year.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that the recent amendrment to
the party constitution enpowers the suprene council to determ ne the party
el ecti on.

"If necessary, it can be deferred. For instance, if we are going to
have an el ection and other events, we can al ways defer the (party)
el ection," he said.

The decision to defer the election for posts in the Umo Suprene
Council, scheduled to be held in June this year, was nmade at the suprene
council meeting at the party headquarters yesterday.

Speaking to reporters after the three-hour neeting, Dr Mahathir said
that according to the Umo constitution, the suprene council election could
be deferred up to 18 nonths fromthe date of the Umo general assenbly, in
June this year.

Dr Mahathir said that the election at branch | evel would proceed as
scheduled in April this year. The divisional election was held | ast year

Asked on the setting up of an independent comm ssion to investigate
injuries sustained by former Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
while in police custody, Dr Mahathir said that the governnment was studying
the matter.

On the suit filed in the H gh Court by Anwar agai nst hi myesterday, Dr
Mahat hir said that Anwar had every right to do so.

"It will go through the process of |law. He has the right to file and
the lawwi Il followits course,” he said.

Anwar is suing the home mnister, former |nspector-General of Police
Tan Sri Rahi m Noor and the Government of Mal aysia for danages over all eged
assault while he was detained at the police headquarters in Bukit Aman
following his arrest on Sept 20.
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