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Mahat hi r - Book
UWNO WON' T ASK FOR A BAN ON SHANON S NOVEL

KUALA LUMPUR, May 3 (Bernama) -- Umo has no intention of asking the
governnent to ban Prof Shanon Ahmad's controversial book "Shit", party
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said tonight.

He said if the political novel was banned the governnent would al so
have to ban books fromthe West which, according to him used a | ot of
vul garities.

Shanon, said Dr Mahathir, had stooped very | ow nerely because of his
hatred towards certain quarters.

Speaking to reporters after chairing the Umo Suprene Council neeting,
Dr Mahathir al so expressed regret that a man with religi ous know edge had
wongly interpreted a verse in the Quran in defendi ndi ng Shanon.

"W don't see in the Quran, God using foul |anguage. That
interpretation insults the Quran and Islam" he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said using foul |anguage m ght be a
normal thing to do in the Wst.

"Some of our people are keen to becone 'orang putih' (white nen) and
foll ow what the Westerners do," he said.

The prime mnister said Western civilisation had coll apsed and was
val uel ess.

Peopl e in the West think of nothing except sex and fun. They did not
value the institution of marriage and i nstead accept marriages of the same
gender, said Dr Mahathir.

"I feel sonme Mal aysians also think this way and view this as a progress
for manki nd," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysians had their own culture which they nust
defend. They shoul d only accept good exanples fromthe West.
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