19 JUN 1999
Umo- El ecti on (Annuar)
UWNO PLUS KU LI STAND A BETTER CHANCE | N KELANTAN

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernanm) -- Umo stands a better chance to
regain Kelantan from PAS in the conmi ng general election with Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah playing a nore pronminent role in the state Umo, said
Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Misa.

As such, Annuar said, he would gladly nake way for Tengku Razal ei gh or
Ku Li, as the former president of the now defunct Ummno-breakaway Parti
Mel ayu Semangat 46, is popul ar known, to assume that role.

Tengku Razal ei gh has since rejoined Umo and talk is rife that Prine
M ni ster and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad woul d appoi nt
himas Kelantan state Umo |iaison chief.

Dr Mahathir is currently Kelantan Umo |iaison chief and Annuar, the
deputy.

Speaking to reporters during break at the Umo general assenbly here
t oday, Annuar described Tengku Razal ei gh as an abl e | eader and woul d handl e
the | eading role better than him(Annuar).

Annuar said Umo has tradionally upheld the party president's
prerogative over appointnment to key party positions.

Accordi ng to Annuar, he had expressedly indicated to Tengku Razal ei gh
that he would I et himbe at the hel mof Kelantan Umo even before Tengku
Razal ei gh rej oi ned Umo.

"I wanted Ku Li to return to Umo," Annuar said

Tengku Razal ei gh was an Unmo vi ce-presi dent before he formed Semangat
46.

Annuar asked:"Which is nore inportant? To be a big man in a small ship
which will eventually sink or to be a small nman in big ship that is safe. |
woul d rather choose the latter."

As for regaining control of Kelantan from PAS, Annuar said Umo woul d
need only a sinple nagjority to achieve that in the next general election
since it now controlled 17 of the 36 State Legislative Assenbly seats.

"W need six to 12 per cent (votes nore) to be able to formthe
governnent. Wth Ku Li back in Umo and everybody worki ng together...that
six per cent is not something that is inpossible to achieve. W nust be
willing to sacrifice,” said Annuar.

He reckoned that Umo woul d stand a better chance to acconplish that
with Tengku Razal eigh "being in the mdst of things" in Kelantan Umo.

PAS in an alliance with Semangat 45 then, unseated the Bari san Nasi onal
in the 1990 general election with Umo/BN candi dates securing only 26 per
cent of the votes, according to Annuar.

But in the 1995 polls, Ummo managed to corner 46 per cent of the votes.

The BN al so control |l ed eight of the 14 parlianmentary seats in Kel antan.
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