12 JAN 1999
Ummo- Kel ant an
UWNO KELANTAN EXPECTED TO DI SCUSS ELECTI ON PREPARATI ONS

KOTA BAHARU, Jan 12 (Bernama) -- The Kelantan Umo is expected to
di scuss preparations for the next general election at a neeting to be
chaired by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, here, on Thursday.

The nmeeting is part of the itinerary of the prine mnister's one-day
working visit to Kel ant an.

Kel antan Umo i nformation chief Datuk Zai nal Abidin Abdul Kadir said
today the state party | eaders also expected Dr Mahathir to explain the
current political and econonic situation.

"It's the tradition during the fasting nonth for Dr Mahathir, as
chai rman of the state Umo |iaison conmttee, to visit Kelantan," he told
reporters, here,

Kelantan is the first state to be visited by Dr Mahathir after he
announced his intention to visit the states follow ng the Cabinet reshuffle
| ast Friday.

Zai nal Abidin said the Kelantan Umo was ready for the genera
el ection. The Umo suprene council had deci ded to postpone the party
el ections to concentrate on preparations for the general el ection.

"I"'malways optimstic that Umo can win Kelantan if it wants to,"

Zai nal Abi din said.

On the position of former finance mnister Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, he
said the Gua Musang Umo division chief still had a role to play in hel ping
the party in the general election.

Prior to the announcenent on the Cabi net reshuffle, Tengku Razal ei gh
was anong those w dely speculated to fill the deputy prine mnister's post,
the other two being Umo vice-presidents Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi
and Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

Zainal Abidin said : "Many people in Kelantan want Tengku Razal eigh to
concentrate on Kelantan to help Umo in the el ection.”

He sai d Tengku Razal ei gh's vast experience would cone in handy in
drawi ng up strategies to topple PAS, which helns the state governnent.
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