20 JUN 1999
Umo- W ndi ng ( Abdul | ah)
UWNO REMAI NS STRONG AND UNI TED- ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Haji Ahmad Badawi said today the Umo CGeneral Assenbly has proved
that the party is still strong and united and not affected by the Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahi missue

The assenbly had denmonstrated the nenmbers' unity, conradeship
wi |l lingness and determ nation to continue the struggle for Islam the race
and the country.

"There was tal k anong those who dislike us that because Anwar was not
around this tinme, the assenbly will be dull or sidetracked by argunents
over the Anwar issue."

"These prophets of doomal so said there will be a | ukewarmresponse to
the policy address of Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, " said
Abdul | ah, the party vice-president who is perform ng the duties of the Umo
Deputy President.

However, the entire nation saw the bi ggest conference of Umo nmenbers
proving to one and all that the party was still robust.

The convention showed the unani nous wi sh of the del egates that Dr
Mahat hir shoul d continue | eading the party, he said when w nding up the
debate on the president's policy address on the |ast day of the genera
assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here.

"Umo nmenbers remain ready to obey the | eadership's instructions and
not oppose... are still ready to face any challenge and will not accept
defeat.”

Abdul [ ah, who is Deputy Prinme Mnister and Hone M nister, expressed his
appreciation to the police for helping to ensure the peace and security of
the country particularly during the recent street denpnstrations in Kual a

Lunpur .
He regretted that young people were involved in street denpnstrations
near Kanpung Baru and in the Chow Kit area -- venues of the bl oody incident

on May 13, 1969.

"The Police with their wisdom patience and firmess in discharging
their duties and responsibilities were able to stop the denonstrati ons and
riots fromspreadi ng beyond Kual a Lunpur wi thout any loss of life," he
sai d.

He hoped Allah SWI would richly reward the police for their patience
and determnation to carry out their duties in the face of curses and
insults such as being | abel |l ed dogs and pi gs.

"If not for the police and nmilitary who discharged their duties with
such patriotism we will not enjoy peace and security in this country," he
sai d.

Abdul I ah said many nenbers of the security forces were killed fighting
the conmuni st terrorists or mainmed, in the cause of the nation, when they
accidently stepped on boobytraps laid by the terrorists.

"They like us...loved the country. W work for the devel opnent of the
country, they work to ensure peace and security...peace and security are
the greatest gifts in this country, which enable to work and worship
Allah. "
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