30 APR 1999
Abdul | ah- Power
UWNO REPRESENTS THE POWER OF THE PECPLE

GUAR CEMPEDAK, April 30 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said UMNO is actually the power of the people because
the party conmands the support of the people that it succeeded in formng
t he governnment of the country since i ndependence

He said Umo which | eads the country's adm ni strati on had been given
support by the majority of the people in every general election and this
reflects that Umo has the bl essing of the Ml aysian peopl e.

"If we talk about the power of the people, what is the neaning of the
peopl es' power. The peopl es' power is our success in bringing changes to
devel op the country,"” he told reporters after opening the del egates neeting
of the Yan Umo division, here today.

He di scl osed this when asked to comment on the statenent by Datin Seri
Dr WAn Azi zah Ismail in Manila which stated that "the peoples' support for
me and the Keadilan party is the Ml aysi an versi on of peoples' power" and
drewits simlarity to the fall of the Philippines former president
Fer di nand Marcos in 1986.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi ans were now nore prosperous and happy than before
with nore opportunities for devel opnment for the people.

"Al'l this was achi eved through our struggles for the people and it
proves that the power that we have is power used in a positive manner and
not to damage or destroy anything," he said.

Conmenti ng further on the action by Wan Azi zah, the wife of forner
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who criticised the nationa
| eader shi p abroad, Abdullah said the Keadilan party president was trying to
seek inspiration and support fromabroad to further the party's success and
struggl es.

He said the party's success did not depend on inspiration from abroad,
the party's success cane fromthe support of the people and this support
woul d ensure success leading to the formati on of the governnent.

"Actual ly Wan Azi zah does not understand the actual situation in the
country, we are not like the Philippines and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad is not |ike Marcos," he said.

Meanwhil e in his speech, the Deputy Prine Mnister said Umo's success
was based on its boldness in faci ng whatever chall enges.

As the largest party in the country, he said, Umo had a major role to
play, that is, to continue admnistering the country to enable Mislins to
uplift their standard of |iving.

He was certain that if Umo continued to | ead the country, given the
rapi d devel opnent now, Ml aysi a woul d becone the nost advanced country
among nenber countries of the Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC).

Anmong the O C countries -- conpared in terns of devel opnent, outl ook
political strength and peace -- there would conme a tine when Ml aysi a woul d
becone the first country within the organisation to energe as a devel oped
nati on.

"This is all possible through the spirit of consensus and determ nation
in facing obstacles," he said.

He al so said there were still nmuch work to be done and in this context
the power held by Umo now nust be preserved.
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