07 JUN 1999
Ummo- Expul si on
UWNO SACKS 73 FOR SUPPORTI NG OPPCSI Tl ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 7 (Bernama) -- The Umo Supreme Council which net
toni ght expelled 73 of its nenbers for supporting opposition parties,
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi sai d.

They were found to have supported the opposition during the Sabah state
el ection | ast March and Parti Keadil an Nasional (Keadilan) |led by Datin
Seri Dr Wan Azizah Ismail, wife of jailed former deputy prime ninister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahim

O the nunber, 41 were permanently expelled, said Abdullah, who is Umo
vi ce-president and chai rman of the party's Managenent and Disciplinary
Conmi tt ee.

Abdull ah is also performing the duties of party deputy president.

"Forty-one of themare permanently sacked for standing as opposition
candi dates and supporting opposition candidates in the state election,"”
Abdul I ah told a press conference after the neeting chaired by Prine
M ni ster and party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, here.

Dr Mahat hir, when asked by reporters, said those affected by the
per manent expul sion were nostly involved with the opposition during the
Sabah state el ection.

Even prior to this, Dr Mahathir said, Umo had al so expelled severa
menbers for supporting Keadil an.

Nei ther Dr Mahathir nor Abdullah identified those sacked.

Dr Mahathir said tonight's neeting, which | asted nmore than three hours,
concentrated on Umo's strategies to counter allegations by opposition
parties and the Umo general assenbly set for next week.

Dr Mahathir said the party strategies include providing Umo speakers
with the necessary input in order for themto explain to the peopl e what
t he government has been doi ng.

"For exanpl e, concerning what are | abelled as +nega projects+, clains
that Umo rejects Islamand al so Umo's stand on PAS interpretation of
I slami ¢ (Hudud) | aws, that we have definite stand on the PAS version of the
Hudud and several other matters," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Umo Suprene Council also decided to proceed with
| egal action agai nst those defanming the party and its leaders in line with
the earlier decisions of the party's Legal Action Conmttee chaired by
Dat uk | brahimAli.

Dr Mahathir said the party will hold a special assenmbly on the eve of
the Umo Youth and Wanita Umo del egates' conferences on June 17 to listen
to the views of Umo's own emi nent |slamc schol ars.

He sai d Pahang new Menteri Besar Datuk Adnan Yaakob, although not a
supreme council nmenber, was invited to attend tonight's nmeeting and to sit
together with the council nenbers on the dais during the upcom ng party
general assenbly.

The assenbly is schedul ed for June 18 to 20.

Anot her Umo vice president and Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak has been tasked with being chairman of the assenbly's committee on
not i ons.

Naji b said the assenbly woul d debate on three notions, nanely the
nmoti on of thanks for the presidential speech, a notion on religion and
anot her on econony.

"Social issues can also be raised in the notion on religion as well as
distortions by opposition parties,” Najib said.



Abdul | ah said the neeting al so approved t he openi ng of 14 new Umo
branches in Sel angor, Kedah, Sabah and Negeri Senbil an.

- - BERNAMA

M\Y RYN



	UMNO SACKS 73 FOR SUPPORTING OPPOSITION (Bernama 07/06/1999)

